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ome of those who believe, under the influence of materialist sugges- 
tion and propaganda, view the theory of evolution as scientific fact 
and look for a "middle way" between it and belief in God. 
However, the theory of evolution’s ideological framework consists of anti-re- 
ligious thought put forward to strengthen atheism and to give it a firm foun- 
dation. 
From the time it was first put forward and right up to the present day, it has 
brought humanity nothing but conflict, exploitation, war, and degeneration. 
This book offers a response to those Muslims who look for common ground 
between the theory of evolution and the fact of creation, and who even try to 
find evidence for the theory in the Qur'an. The purpose is to explain that their 
attitude is mistaken, to assist them on the level of ideas, and to be a means 
whereby they can adopt a more correct perspective. 
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TO THE READER 


@ In all the books by the author, faith-related issues are explained in the light of Qur'anic 
verses, and people are invited to learn Allah's words and to live by them. All the subjects 
that concern Allah's verses are explained in such a way as to leave no room for doubt or 
question marks in the reader's mind. The sincere, plain and fluent style employed ensures 
that everyone of every age and from every social group can easily understand the books. 
This effective and lucid narrative makes it possible to read them in a single sitting. Even 
those who rigorously reject spirituality are influenced by the facts recounted in these books 


and cannot refute the truthfulness of their contents. 


@ This book and all the other works by Harun Yahya can be read individually or discussed in 
a group. Those readers who are willing to profit from the books will find discussion very use- 


ful in that they will be able to relate their own reflections and experiences to one another. 


@ In addition, it is a great service to the religion to contribute to the presentation and circu- 
lation of these books, which are written solely for the good pleasure of Allah. All the books 
of the author are extremely convincing, so, for those who want to communicate the religion 


to other people, one of the most effective methods is to encourage them to read these books. 


@ It is hoped that the reader will take time to look through the review of other books on the 
final pages of the book, and appreciate the rich source of material on faith-related issues, 


which are very useful and a pleasure to read. 


@ In them, one will not find, as in some other books, the personal views of the author, ex- 
planations based on dubious sources, styles unobservant of the respect and reverence due 
to sacred subjects, or hopeless, doubt-creating, and pessimistic accounts that create devia- 


tions in the heart. 
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR 


The author, who writes under the pen-name HARUN YAHYA, 
was born in Ankara in 1956. Having completed his primary and sec- 
ondary education in Ankara, he then studied arts at Istanbul's Mimar 
Sinan University and philosophy at Istanbul University. Since the 
1980s, the author has published many books on political, faith-related 
and scientific issues. Harun Yahya is well-known as an author who has 
written very important works disclosing the imposture of evolutionists, 
the invalidity of their claims and the dark liaisons between Darwinism 
and bloody ideologies such as fascism and communism. 

His pen-name is made up of the names "Harun" (Aaron) and 
"Yahya" (John), in memory of the two esteemed prophets who fought 
against lack of faith. The Prophet's seal, may Allah bless him and grant 
him peace, on the cover of the books is symbolic and is linked to the 
their contents. It represents the Qur'an (the final scripture) and the 
Prophet Muhammad, may Allah bless him and grant him peace, the last 
of the prophets. Under the guidance of the Qur'an and sunnah, the au- 
thor makes it his purpose to disprove each one of the fundamental 
tenets of godless ideologies and to have the "last word", so as to com- 
pletely silence the objections raised against religion. The seal of the final 
Prophet, who attained ultimate wisdom and moral perfection, is used 
as a sign of his intention of saying this last word. 

All author's works center around one goal: to convey the Qur' an' 
s message to people, encourage them to think about basic faith-related 
issues (such as the existence of Allah, His unity and the hereafter), and 
to expose the feeble foundations and perverted ideologies of godless 
systems. 

Harun Yahya enjoys a wide readership in many countries, from 
India to America, England to Indonesia, Poland to Bosnia, and Spain to 
Brazil. Some of his books are available in English, French, German, 
Spanish, Italian, Portuguese, Urdu, Arabic, Albanian, Russian, Serbo- 
Croat (Bosnian), Polish, Malay, Uygur Turkish, and Indonesian, and 
they are enjoyed by readers worldwide. 

Greatly appreciated all around the world, these works have been 
instrumental in many people recovering their faith in Allah and in 
many others gaining a deeper insight into their faith. The wisdom, and 
the sincere and easy-to-understand style gives these books a distinct 
touch which directly effects any one who reads or studies them. 
Immune to objections, these works are characterized by their features of 


rapid effectiveness, definite results and irrefutability. It is unlikely that 
those who read these books and give serious thought to them can any 
longer sincerely advocate the materialistic philosophy, atheism or any 
other perverted ideology or philosophy. Even if they continue to do so, 
it will be only a sentimental insistence since these books refuted such 
ideologies from their very foundations. All contemporary movements 
of denial are now ideologically defeated, thanks to the collection of 
books written by Harun Yahya. 

There is no doubt that these features result from the wisdom and 
lucidity of the Qur'an. The author modestly intends to serve as a means 
in humanity's search for Allah's right path. No material gain is sought 
in the publication of these works. 

Considering these facts, those who encourage people to read these 
books, which open the "eyes" of the heart and guide them to become 
more devoted servants of Allah, render an invaluable service. 

Meanwhile, it would just be a waste of time and energy to propa- 
gate other books which create confusion in peoples' minds, lead man 
into ideological chaos, and which, clearly have no strong and precise ef- 
fects in removing the doubts in peoples' hearts, as also verified from 
previous experience. It is apparent that it is impossible for books de- 
vised to emphasize the author's literary power rather than the noble 
goal of saving people from loss of faith, to have such a great effect. 
Those who doubt this can readily see that the sole aim of Harun Yahya's 
books is to overcome disbelief and to disseminate the moral values of 
the Qur'an. The success and impact of this service are manifest in read- 
ers’ conviction. 

One point should be kept in mind: The main reason for the contin- 
uing cruelty, conflict, and all the ordeals the majority of people undergo 
is the ideological prevalence of disbelief. This state can only be ended 
with the ideological defeat of disbelief and by conveying the wonders 
of creation and Qur'anic morality so that people can live by it. 
Considering the state of the world today, which leads people into the 
downward spiral of violence, corruption and conflict, it is clear that this 
service has to be provided more speedily and effectively. Otherwise, it 
may be too late. 

It is no exaggeration to say that the collection of books by Harun 
Yahya have assumed this leading role. By the will of God, these books 
will be a means through which people in the 21st century will attain the 
peace, justice and happiness promised in the Qur'an. 
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VINTRODUCTION 


Different concepts may come to mind when the theory of evolu- 
tion is mentioned. Some people, mainly materialists who think that it is 
a scientifically proven fact, fiercely support it and, equally fiercely, re- 
ject all ideas opposed to it. 

A second group consists of people who are not well-informed 
about the theory of evolution's claims. They are not particularly inter- 
ested in it, since they do not realize the harm that Darwinism has done 
to humanity over the last century and a half. They see no problem with 
how it is imposed on people and fiercely defended, despite its scientific 
invalidity, for they have closed their eyes to what is going on. 

Even if they know that this theory has lost all scientific credibility, 
they cannot take seriously those who still find it important, because 
they themselves do not consider it important. They consider it unneces- 
sary to explain the theory's invalidity or to publish books and hold con- 
ferences on the subject, for in their eyes the theory is already "old hat" or 
passé. 

A third group consists of those who, under the influence of materi- 
alist suggestion and propaganda, view this theory as scientific fact and 
look for a "middle way" between it and belief in God. They accept 
Darwinism's account of the origin of life word for word, yet try to build 
a bridge between the theory of evolution and religious belief by main- 
taining that this account operates under God's control. 

In reality, each of these views is mistaken, for the theory of evolu- 
tion cannot reasonably be portrayed as scientific fact, passed off as 


unimportant, or adapted to religion. As we shall see throughout this 
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book, the theory's ideological framework consists of anti-religious 
thought put forward to strengthen atheism and to give it a firm founda- 
tion. Moreover, it is fiercely defended by people who have been per- 
suaded by materialism, for it is constructed on materialist philosophy 
and offers a materialist commentary on the world. From the time it was 
first put forward by Charles Darwin and right up to the present day, it 
has brought humanity nothing but conflict, exploitation, war, and de- 
generation. Given this, it is essential that we acquire a sound under- 
standing of the subject and launch a serious fight against it on the 
ideological level. 

This book replies from a very different perspective to the errors of 
those believers who still support the theory of evolution. It offers a re- 
sponse to those Muslims who look for common ground between the 
theory of evolution and the fact of creation, and who even try to find ev- 
idence for the theory in the Qur'an. The purpose is not to criticize 
Muslim evolutionists, but rather to explain that their attitude is mis- 
taken, to assist them on the level of ideas, and to be a means whereby 
they can adopt a more correct perspective. 

Two other facts will be discussed in this book: First, that 
Darwinism is a theory that lacks any scientific foundation, and second, 
that its real target is religion. Therefore, it will emphasize how wrong it 
is for Muslims to take the theory lightly or to underestimate it, and to 
see no need to wage an intellectual struggle against it. 

Believers should avoid defending this theory and its ideological 
meaning, for both contradict the truths of Islam. Some may support the 
theory because they are unaware of the disasters that it has visited upon 
humanity, that it is supported by people who hate religion, and that it 
rejects the fact of creation. That being the case, those Muslims who have 
only a little information on the subject should avoid going down that 
road, for as Allah tells the faithful in the Qur'an: 
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Do not pursue what you have no knowledge of. Hearing, sight and 

hearts will all be questioned. (Qur'an, 17: 36) 

Exemplary Muslims should research the matter in all sincerity and 
behave according to the realization that: 

... Those who have become Muslim are those who sought right guid- 

ance. (Qur'an, 72: 14) 

As the above verse commands, Muslims who believe in the theory 
of evolution must consider this theory carefully, carry out wide-ranging 
research, and make their decision according to their consciences. This 
book has been written to help them do so and to shed some light upon 


the path that they are following. 


CHAPTER | 


WHY DO SOME MUSLIMS 
SUPPORT THE THEORY 
OF EVOLUTION? 


hroughout history, people have thought about 

the universe and the origin of life, and have 

put forward various ideas on the subject. We 

can divide these into two groups: those who 

explain the universe from a materialist point 

of view, and those who see that God made the 
universe out of nothing, namely, the truth of creation. 

In the introduction, we saw that the theory of evolution was con- 
structed upon materialist philosophy. The materialist view claims that 
the universe consists of matter and that matter is the only thing that ex- 
ists. Therefore, matter has existed for all time and no other power rules 
over it. Materialists believe that blind coincidence caused the universe 
to shape itself and life to come about by gradually evolving from non- 
living substances. In other words, all living things in the world emerged 
as the result of natural influences and chance. 

Materialist philosophy uses the theory of evolution, both of which 
complement each other, to account for the emergence of life. This unity, 
which was born in ancient Greece, once again was made public under 
the primitive scientific conditions of the nineteenth century and, since 
the theory allegedly backed up materialism, whether or not it had any 
scientific validity, it was adopted immediately by materialists. 

The fact of creation stands in opposition to the theory of evolution. 
According to the creationist view, matter has not existed for all time and 
therefore is controlled. God created matter out of nothing and gave it 


order. All things, living as well as non-living, came into being by God's 
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creation. The amazing design, 
calculation, equilibrium, and 
order seen in the universe and 
in living things are clear evi- 
dence of this. 

Religion has taught the 
truth of creation, which all 
people can grasp through rea- 
son and personal observation, 
since the beginning of time. 
All divine religions have 
taught that God created the 
universe by commanding 
"Be!," and that its flawless 
functioning is proof of His 
great creative power. Many 


Qur'anic verses also reveal 


Charles Darwin 


this truth. For example, Allah reveals how He miraculously created the 


universe from nothing: "The Originator of the heavens and Earth. 


When He decides on something, He just says to it, 'Be!' and it is" 


(Qur'an, 2:117). He also reveals the following: 


He created the heavens and Earth with truth. The day He says "Be!" 
it is. His speech is Truth. The Kingdom will be His on the Day the 
Trumpet is blown, the Knower of the Unseen and the Visible. He is 
the All-Wise, the All-Aware. (Qur'an, 6:73) 


Modern science demonstrates the invalidity of the materialist-evo- 


lutionist claim and confirms creation. Contrary to the theory of evolu- 


tion, all the proofs of creation that surround us show that chance had no 


role in the universe's coming into existence. Every detail that emerges 


as we observe the sky, Earth, and all living things is intended as evi- 


dence of God's great power and wisdom. 
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This fundamental difference between religion and atheism is that 
the former believes in God, while the latter believes in materialism. 
When Allah asks those who deny, He draws attention to the claims that 
they assert in order to reject creation: "Or were they created out of 
nothing, or are they the creators?" (Qur'an, 52:35). 

Ever since the dawn of time, those who deny creation have 
claimed that humanity and the universe were not created and have 
sought to justify this irrational and illogical claim. Their greatest sup- 
port came in the nineteenth century, thanks to Darwin's theory. 

Muslims cannot seek a compromise on this issue. Of course people 
can think as they please and can believe in whatever theories they wish. 
However, there can be no compromise with a theory that denies Allah 
and His creation, for this would involve compromising on religion's 
fundamental element. Of course, doing so is totally unacceptable. 

Evolutionists, aware of how such a compromise would damage re- 


ligion, encourage religious people to try and find such a compromise. 


Darwinists Encourage the 
Creation-by-Evolution View 


Scientists who blindly support the theory of evolution are being 
backed further into a corner by new scientific advances that are becom- 
ing more frequent and better known to the public. Given that every new 
discovery works against the theory and attests to creation's truth, dem- 
agogy takes pride of place over scientific evidence in evolutionist litera- 
ture. On the other hand, even the most prominent evolutionist scientific 
magazines, like Science, Nature, Scientific American or New Scientist are 
forced to admit that several aspects of Darwin's theory has reached a 
dead end. Scientists who defend creation win these scientific debates, 
thereby exposing the evolutionists' baseless claims. 


At this point, the view of creation by evolution comes to the mate- 
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rialists' aid. This is one of the tac- 


tics used by the evolutionists 
to appease the support- 
ers of creation (or 
"Intelligent Design") 
and to weaken 
their intellectual 
position against 

the dogma of 
Darwinism. 
Although evolu- 
tionists do not be- 
lieve in God, for 
they have made a 
deity out of chance and 
totally oppose the fact of 
creation, they think that their 
theory will become more acceptable if 

they remain silent about the religious evolutionists' idea that God cre- 
ated living things through evolution. In fact, they encourage a compro- 
mise between the theory and religion so that evolution will become 
more acceptable and belief in creation will weaken. 

Given this, Muslims must understand that it is totally mistaken to 
believe that Allah created the universe and yet support the theory of 
evolution despite the lack of hard scientific evidence. Furthermore, it is 
just as mistaken to claim that evolution is compatible with the Qur'an 
by ignoring all the warnings in the Holy Book itself. Muslims who 
adopt such a position must realize that they are supporting an idea de- 
signed to help materialist philosophy and that, given this fact, they 


must withdraw their support at once. 
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Rejecting Evolution does not Mean 
Rejecting Science 


The number of Muslims who believe that all living things emerged 
by means of evolution should not be underestimated. Their error is 
based upon a lack of knowledge and mistaken viewpoints, particularly 
in regard to scientific matters. Heading the list is the idea that evolution 
is a scientific and proven fact. 

Such people do not realize that science has completely eroded the 
theory of evolution's credibility. Whether on the molecular level or in 
biology and paleontology, research has invalidated the claims that liv- 
ing things emerged as the result of an evolutionary process. Darwin's 
theory continues to survive, despite all scientific facts, only because the 
evolutionists are doing all they can, including deliberately misleading 
people, to keep it alive. Their writings and speeches are filled with sci- 
entific terms that the average person cannot understand. Yet when their 
words are analyzed, one can find no evidence to support their theory. 

A careful examination of Darwinist publications reveals this fact 
quite clearly. Their accounts are almost never based upon firm scientific 
proof. The fundamental areas where the theory collapses are glossed 
over in a few words, and many fantastic scenarios are written about 
natural history. They never dwell on such essential questions as how 
life first emerged from inanimate substances, the fossil record's huge 
gaps, and the complex systems in living things. They do not do so be- 
cause whatever they might say or write would contradict their aims 
and reveal the emptiness of their theory. 

When Charles Darwin (1809-82), the founder of this theory, consid- 
ered one of the complex systems in living things, in this case the eye, he 
realized the danger that this posed to his theory and even admitted that 
thinking about the eye made him cold all over. Like Darwin, today's 


evolutionist scientists know that their theory has no answer for such 
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complex systems. But instead of admitting this, they seek to overcome 
the lack of scientific evidence by writing imaginary scenarios and im- 
posing the theory on people by giving it a scientific mask. 

Such methods become obvious during face-to-face debates be- 
tween evolutionists and those who believe in creation, as well as in evo- 
lutionist writings and documentaries. Actually, evolutionists are not 
bothered by such things as scientific truth or reason, for their sole goal is 
to make people believe that evolution is a scientific fact. 

In this way, evolutionist Muslims are influenced by the theory's 
supposed "scientific" image. They are particularly alarmed by such 
Darwinist slogans as: "Anyone who does not believe in the theory of 
evolution is being dogmatic or unscientific," and so give ground on 
their true beliefs. Influenced by outdated information or evolutionist 
writings and arguments, they believe that only evolution can account 
for the emergence of life. They then try to reconcile religion and evolu- 
tion, for they are unaware of the latest scientific developments as well 
as the theory's own internal contradictions and complete loss of credi- 
bility. 

However, given that evolution and creation are diametrically op- 
posed, proving one means disproving the other. In other words, dis- 
proving evolution means proving creation. 

For these reasons, materialists see debates on evolution as a kind of 
battleground, a direct ideological struggle rather than a scientific mat- 
ter. Thus they resort to all possible means to obstruct those who believe 
in creation. 

For example, evolutionist Lerry Flank recommends that the truth 
of creation be opposed by the following methods: 

Creationist watchers must keep a close eye on the composition of state 

education boards. Ideally, people who are interested in quality educa- 

tion and in keeping the fundamentalists from using the public schools 


for their sermonizing should constitute the majority of these state 
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boards... If this fails, and creationist textbooks are actually adopted 

and approved, then legal action becomes necessary.! 

It is clear from these words that we are not talking about a scien- 
tific debate, but a war of ideas waged by evolutionists in a framework 
of certain strategies. 

Muslims who defend evolution must be aware of this. Darwinism 
is not a scientific thesis; rather, it is a system of thought designed to lead 
people to deny God. As this theory has no scientific foundation, 
Muslims must not allow themselves to be misled by its arguments and 


thereby give it any support, no matter how well-intentioned. 


The Effects of Evolutionists Being in the Majority 

The evolutionists’ most important ploy to gain widespread accep- 
tance for Darwin's theory is to assert that it is widely accepted within 
the scientific community. In short, they are claiming validity for their 
theory based upon the supposed majority of its adherents and the sup- 
posed correctness of the majority's view in all cases. By employing such 
logic, as well as their claim that evolution's truth is further proven by its 
wide acceptance within the universities, they attempt to use psycholog- 
ical pressure on people, including believers in God, to accept it. 

Arda Denkel, an evolutionist professor 
of philosophy at The Bosphorus University, 
probably the most prestigious one in Turkey, 
even admitted the erroneous nature of this 
method: 

Does the fact that many respected people or 
organizations or bodies believe in it prove the 


theory of evolution to be true? Could the the- 


ory be proved by a court verdict? Does the fact 
Prof. Arda Denkel that respected and powerful people believe in 


something make it true? I would like to recall a 
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historical fact. Did not Galileo stand up before all the respected peo- 

ple, lawyers, and particularly scientists of his time and speak the truth 

on his own, with no support from anyone? Did not the courts of the 

Inquisition reveal other, similar situations? Gaining the support of 

respected and influential circles neither creates the truth nor has 

anything to do with scientific fact. 

As Denkel noted, wide acceptance of a theory does not prove its 
truth. In fact, the history of science is full of examples of theories that 
were first accepted by a minority and then only later came to be ac- 
cepted as true by the majority. 

Moreover, evolution is not accepted by the entire scientific com- 
munity, as its proponents would have people believe. Over the last 20- 
30 years, the number of scientists rejecting it has risen enormously. 
Most of them abandon their dogmatic belief in Darwinism after seeing 
the flawless design in the universe and living things. They have pub- 
lished countless works demonstrating the theory's invalidity. Even 
more important, they are members of prominent universities all over 
the world, especially in the United States and Europe, and experts and 
career academics in biology, biochemistry, microbiology, anatomy, pale- 
ontology, and other scientific fields.? Therefore it would be very wrong 
to say that the majority of the scientific community believes in evolu- 
tion. 

It would thus have no meaning, even if evolutionists are genuinely 
in the majority. No majority view is definitely right just because it is the 
majority view. Muslims who believe in evolution need to know that the 
Qur'an discusses this matter when relating the fate of the many histori- 
cal communities who held a similar view and ended up denying Allah 
and His religion by allowing themselves to be led away from the true 
path. Allah warns believers against following such deceitful people, 
and informs humanity that going along with the majority can lead to 


terrible mistakes: 
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Prof. Owen Gingerich Prof. Carl Friedrich von Prof. Dr. Donald Chittick 
Weizsacker 


Prof. Robert Matthews Prof. Michael J.Behe Prof. David Menton 


S. Jocelyn Bell Burnell William Dembski 


Many contemporary scientists reject evolution and accept that God, the Lord 
of Infinite Intelligence and Might, created the universe. Some of the scientists 
who accept the truth of creation are, from left to right, Owen Gingerich, pro- 
fessor of astronomy and history of science at Harvard University; Carl 
Friedrich von Weizsacker, professor of physics at Germany's Max-Planck- 
Gesellschaft University; Donald Chittick, professor of chemistry at Oregon 
State University; Robert Matthews, professor of physics at Oxford University; 
Michael J. Behe, professor of biology at Lehigh University; David Menton, 
professor of anatomy at Washington University; S. Jocelyn Bell Burnell, pro- 
fessor of physics at the Open University in England; and William Dembski, as- 
sociate professor in the conceptual foundations of science at Baylor 
University. 
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If you obeyed most of those on Earth, they would guide you away 
from Allah's Way. They follow nothing but conjecture. They are 
only guessing. (Qur'an, 6:116) 


He Who created the seven 


heavens in layers. you will not find 
any flaw in the creation of the 
All-Merciful. Look again — do you see any 
gaps? Then look again and again. Your sight 
will return to you dazzled and exhausted! 


(Qur'an, 67:3-4) 


CHAPTER 2 


IMPORTANT TRUTHS 
IGNORED BY MUSLIM 
EVOLUTIONISTS 


n the previous chapter, we discussed how 

Muslims who have been convinced that evolu- 

tion is a fact, as opposed to a theory, might be 

unaware of relevant and recent scientific de- 

velopments that refute Darwinism. This lack 

of awareness leads Muslim evolutionists to 

continue to accept ideas and beliefs disproved 

by science. Furthermore, they ignore the fact 

that the underlying foundation of evolution 

reflects a pagan mentality, ascribes divinity to 

chance and natural occurrences, and has engendered a great deal of op- 
pression, conflict, war, and other catastrophes. 

This chapter will focus on those truths that Muslim evolutionists 

ignore, and calls upon them to stop supporting the pagan mentality that 


provides the foundation for materialist-atheist thought. 


Evolution Is an Ancient Pagan Greek Idea 

Contrary to what its supporters claim, evolution is not a scientific 
theory but a pagan belief. The idea of evolution first appeared in such 
ancient societies as Egypt, Babylon, and Sumer, after which it passed to 
ancient Greek philosophers. Pagan Sumerian monuments contain state- 
ments denying creation and claiming that living things emerged by 
themselves as part of a gradual process. According to Sumerian belief, 
life emerged by itself out of the chaos of water. 

As part of their own superstitious religions, the ancient Egyptians 
believed that "snakes, frogs, worms, and mice emerged from the mud of 
the Nile floodwaters." Just like the Sumerians, the ancient Egyptians de- 
nied the existence of a Creator and thought that "living things emerged 


by chance from mud." 


Important Truths Ignored by Muslim Evolutionists 


The most important claim of the Greek philosophers Empedocles 
(fifth century bce), Thales (d. 546 bce), and Anaximander (d. 547 bce) of 
Miletus was that the first living things were formed from such inani- 
mate substances as air, fire, and water. This theory posited that the first 
living things suddenly emerged in water and that later on, some of 
them left the water, adapted to life on land, and began to live there. 
Thales believed that water was the root of all life, that plants and ani- 
mals began to develop in water, and that humanity was the end result 
of this process.* Anaximander, a younger contemporary of Thales, held 


that "man arose from the fishes" and the source of life began with a "pri- 


mordial mass."° 


A picture showing 
Thales' (d. 546 bce) 
idea of a flat Earth 
floating on water. 
The picture shows 
air and fire, two of 
Earth's four basic 
elements. 
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Some philosophers, such as Empedocles (d. fifth century bce), believed that 
Earth was composed of four elements: earth, air, fire, and water. In this seven- 
teenth-century illustration, the four elements are symbolized as rings around the 


sun. 


Anaximander's verse work On Nature is the first available written 
work based upon the theory of evolution. In that poem, he wrote that 
creatures arose from slime that had been dried by the sun. He thought 
that the first animals were covered with prickly scales and lived in the 
seas. As these fish-like creatures evolved, they moved onto land, shed 
their scaly coverings and eventually became human beings.° (For fur- 


ther details, see The Religion of Darwinism by Harun Yahya, Abu'l Qasim 
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Publishers, Jeddah, 2003) His the- 
ory can be considered the first 
foundation of the present-day the- 
ory of evolution, for it has many 
similarities with Darwinism. 
Empedocles brought earlier 
ideas together and suggested that 
the fundamental elements (i.e., 
earth, air, fire, and water) came to- 
gether to create bodies. He also be- 
lieved that man had developed 
from plant life, and that only 


Heraclitus 


chance played any role in this 
process.” As mentioned earlier, this 
concept of chance and its role in creation form the principle basis upon 
which the theory of evolution is built. 

Heraclitus (d. fifth century bce) claimed that because the universe 
was in a process of constant change, there was no point in questioning 
the mythical account of its beginning and maintained that it had no be- 
ginning or end. Rather, it simply existed.* In short, the materialist belief 
upon which evolution is based also existed in ancient Greece. 

The idea of spontaneous development was supported by many 
other Greek philosophers, particularly Aristotle (384-22 bce). This idea 
said that animals, in particular certain worms, insects, and plants, came 
about by themselves in nature and so did not need to undergo any fer- 
tilization process. Maurice Manquat, well known for his studies on 
Aristotle's ideas on natural history, once said: 

Aristotle was concerned with the origin of life so much that he accepted 

spontaneous generation (the coming together of inanimate substances to 

spontaneously form a living thing) in order to explain certain events that 


could not be accounted for in any other way.’ 
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The Greek philosopher 
Aristotle 


On careful inspection, one 
can see considerable similarities 
between the ideas of past and 
present evolutionist thinkers. 
The roots of the materialist idea 
that the universe has no begin- 
ning and no end, as well as the 
evolutionist view that living 
things emerged as the result of 
chance, lie in pagan Sumerian 
culture and were common 
among materialist Greek 
thinkers. The ideas that life emerged from water and a mixture known 
as "primordial mass," and living things emerge only because of chance, 
form the bases of these two ideas that are linked despite the passage of 
so much time. 

Thus, Muslim evolutionists support a theory whose roots are em- 
bedded in ancient ideas that have been shown to have no scientific 
basis. Moreover, such ideas were first proposed by ancient materialist 
thinkers and contain pagan meanings. 

Actually, evolution is not restricted to ancient Sumerian culture or 
ancient Greek philosophers, for it forms the essence of such major con- 
temporary belief systems as Confucianism, Taoism, and Buddhism. In 
other words, evolution is no more than a theory that is completely op- 
posed to Islamic belief. 

Some Muslim evolutionists, despite scientific evidence to the con- 


trary, claim that the Qur'an supports this supposed "creationist theory 
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of evolution" and try to find the source of evolution in the Muslim 
world. They assert that this idea first emerged from Muslim thinkers 
and, when their works were translated into foreign languages, evolu- 
tionist thought appeared in the West. 

However, the few examples given above clearly reveal that evolu- 
tion is no more than a primitive belief dating back to ancient pagan so- 
cieties. It would be a great mistake to try and show that evolutionist 
thought, built upon materialist foundations, can be ascribed to Muslims 
when there is absolutely no clear scientific and historical basis to sup- 


port such a claim. 


Chance Conflicts with the Truth of Creation 


Those who maintain that there is no contradiction between evolu- 
tion and creation ignore one important point: Such people believe that 
Darwinism's main claim is that living species emerged by evolving 
from each other. However, this is not the case, for evolutionists claim 
that life emerged as the result of chance, by unconscious mechanisms. 
In other words, life on Earth came about without a Creator and by itself 
from inanimate substances. 

Such a claim rejects the existence of a Creator right from the start, 
and thus cannot be accepted by any Muslim. However, some Muslims 
who are unaware of this truth see no harm in supporting evolution on 
the assumption that God could have used evolution to create living 
things. 

Yet they ignore one important danger: Although they are trying to 
show that evolution is parallel to religion, in reality they are supporting 
and actually agreeing with an idea that is quite impossible from their 
own point of view. Meanwhile, evolutionists turn a blind eye to this sit- 
uation because it furthers their cause of having society accept their 
ideas. 


Looking at the matter as a devout Muslim and thinking about it in 
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the light of the Qur'an, a theory that is fundamentally based upon chance 
clearly cannot have anything in common with Islam. Evolution sees 
chance, time, and inanimate matter as divine, and ascribes the title of 
"creator" to these weak and unconscious concepts. No Muslim can accept 
such a pagan-based theory, for each Muslim knows that Allah, the sole 
Creator, created everything from nothing. Therefore, he uses science and 
reason to oppose all beliefs and ideas that conflict with that fact. 

Evolution is a component of materialism and, according to materi- 
alism, the universe has no beginning or end, and thus no need for a 
Creator. This irreligious ideology suggests that the universe, galaxies, 
stars, planets, sun, and other heavenly bodies, as well as their flawless 
systems and perfect equilibrium, are the results of chance. In the same 
way, evolution claims that the first protein and the first cell (the build- 
ing blocks of life) developed by themselves as the result of a string of 
blind coincidences. This same ideology claims that the wonders of de- 
sign in all living things, whether they live on land, in the sea, or in the 
skies, are the product of chance. Although surrounded on all sides by 
evidence of creation, starting with the design in their own bodies, evo- 
lutionists insist upon ascribing all of that perfection to chance and un- 
conscious processes. In other words, their main characteristic is to see 
chance as divine in order to deny God's existence. However, such a re- 
fusal to accept or to see God's evident existence and greatness changes 
nothing. God's infinite knowledge and matchless art reveal themselves 
in everything He creates. 

As a matter of fact, recent scientific advances definitively reject the 
evolutionists' baseless claims that life emerged by itself and by natural 
processes. The superior design in life shows that a Creator Who has su- 
perior wisdom and knowledge created all living things. The fact that 
even the simplest organisms are irreducibly complex places all evolu- 
tionists in an impossible quandary — a fact that they themselves often 


admit! For example, the world-famous British mathematician and as- 
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tronomer Fred Hoyle admits that life 
could not have come about by chance: 
Once we see, however, that the 
probability of life originating at 
random is so utterly minuscule as 
to make it absurd...!° 
The evolutionist Pierre-Paul 
Grassé confesses that ascribing a cre- 
ative force to chance is pure fantasy: 
Yet the Darwinian theory is even 


more demanding: A single plant, a 


single animal would require thou- 

sands and thousands of lucky, ap- Prof. Fred Hoyle 
propriate events. Thus, miracles 

would become the rule: events with an infinitesimal probability could 
not fail to occur... There is no law against daydreaming, but science 


must not indulge in it.” 


Evolutionists claim that the first living cell came about in the conditions of the 
primitive Earth, from inanimate substances and the chance effects of natural 
events. 


Evolutionists' claim that life formed by itself by chance from inanimate substances is as 
irrational and illogical as claiming that America's Statue of Liberty was formed by the coinciden- 
tal coming together of sand and rocks when lightning struck the sea. 
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Those words make the evolutionists’ ideological dilemma per- 
fectly clear: Even though they see that their theory is untenable and un- 
scientific, they refuse to abandon it because of their ideological 
obsession. In another statement, Hoyle reveals why evolutionists be- 
lieve in chance: 

Indeed, such a theory (that life was assembled by an intelligence) is so 

obvious that one wonders why it is not widely accepted as being self- 

evident. The reasons are psychological rather than scientific.” 

What Hoyle describes as a "psychological" reason has conditioned 
evolutionists to deny creation. All of these reasons are sufficient evi- 
dence for Muslim evolutionists to consider evolution as nothing more 


than a theory designed to deny God. 


Natural Selection and Mutations Have 
No Power to Cause Evolution 


Muslim evolutionists who ignore the fact that science has dis- 
proven evolution face another dilemma as well: the claim that the 1.5 
million living species in nature came about as the result of unconscious 
natural events. 

According to evolutionists, the first living cell emerged due to 
chemical reactions in inanimate matter. (Let's recall here that a consid- 
erable amount of scientific evidence shows that this is impossible. In 
addition, researchers who carried out experiments by bringing together 
the gases that made up Earth's initial atmosphere, as well as the appro- 
priate atmospheric conditions, have been unable to "produce" even the 
smallest building block of life, the protein.!°) Since they have failed to 
bring about a living organism despite all of the technology and scien- 
tific knowledge available to them, it is naturally irrational and illogical 
to claim that blind chance could have succeeded. 


Evolution also claims that life began with that first cell, grew ever- 
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more complex, and assumed an ever-greater variety until human be- 
ings were produced. In brief, the theory goes, unconscious mechanisms 
in nature must have continuously developed living things. For exam- 
ple, one bacterium contains the genetic code for some 2,000 proteins 
whereas a human being contains the genetic code for some 200,000 pro- 
teins. In other words, an unconscious mechanism "produced" the ge- 
netic data for 198,000 new proteins over time. 

That is what evolution claims. Yet does nature really contain a 
mechanism that can develop a living thing's genetic data? 

The modern theory of evolution - also known as neo-Darwinism, 
the updated version of Darwin's original theory that takes into account 
recent discoveries in genetics — proposes two such mechanisms: natural 
selection and mutation. 

Natural selection means that the strong and those who can adapt 
to changing natural conditions survive the fight for life, while the rest 
are eliminated and disappear. For instance, a continual fall in a region's 
temperature means that certain animal populations that are not resis- 
tant to low temperatures are weeded out. Over the long term, only 
those animals who are resistant to cold temperatures survive and even- 
tually make up the whole population. 

Alternatively, in the case of rabbits who live with the constant 
threat of predators, only those who best adapt to the prevailing condi- 
tions (e.g., those who can run the fastest), survive and thus pass their 
features on to subsequent generations. However, careful examination 
reveals that no new feature actually emerges here, for these rabbits are 
not turning into a new species or acquiring a new characteristic. Thus 
one cannot say that natural selection causes evolution. 

This being the case, evolutionists are left with mutation. In order 
for evolution's claim to be acceptable, mutations must be able to de- 
velop a living thing's genetic data. Mutations are defined as errors in a 


living thing's genes that arise either as the result of external influences 
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(e.g., radiation) or copying faults in DNA. Of course mutations may 
give rise to change, yet such changes are always destructive. To put it 
another way, mutations cannot develop living things; rather, they al- 
ways harm living things. 
Genetics made major advances during the twentieth century. By 
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examining genetic diseases in living things in the light of rapidly devel- 
oping science, scientists showed that mutations were not biological 
changes that could contribute something to evolution. This contradicts 
the evolutionists’ claim. Advances in genetics, in particular, resulted in 
the acknowledgement that some 4,500 supposedly hereditary genetic 


diseases actually were caused by mutation. 
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According to natural selection, the strong and those able to adapt to their surroundings 
survive, while the rest disappear. Evolutionists propose that natural selection caused liv- 
ing things to evolve and resulted in new species. However, natural selection has no such 
effect; all of the supposed "evidence" presented so far confirms this. 


In order for mutations to become hereditary, they must occur in the 
reproductive organs (sperm cells in men, ovaries in women). Only this 
type of genetic change can be transmitted to later generations. Many ge- 
netic diseases are caused by such changes in just those very cells. 
Mutations, on the other hand, form in other bodily organs (e.g., the liver 
or the brain), and so cannot be transmitted to subsequent generations. 
Such mutations, called "somatic," cause many cancers through degener- 
ation in the cells' DNA. 

Cancer is one of the best examples of the damage caused by muta- 


tions. Many carcinogenic factors, such as chemical substances and ul- 
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traviolet rays, actually produce mutations. Following the recent discov- 
ery of oncogenic and tumor-preventing genes that, when they malfunc- 
tion, particularly effective in causing cancer, researchers realized how 
mutations lead to cancer. These two types of genes are necessary in 
order for cells to multiply and for the body to renew itself. If one of 
them is damaged by mutation, cells begin to grow in an uncontrolled 
manner and cancer begins to form. We can compare this situation to a 


stuck gas pedal or a non-working brake in a car. In both cases, the car 


Chance mutations are always harm- 

ful to humans and all other living 

things. The horrifying results of the (1) http://www.ecn.cz/private/c1 0/tmi.jpg 
1986 nuclear accident at Chernobyl (2) http://www.ecn.cz/private/c10/child.jpg 


show the effect of mutations. (3) http://www.tmia.com/xtrarosebud.html 
(4) http://www.adiccp.org/imagery/medical-aid.html 
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Just as an earthquake 
destroys a city instead of 
developing it, chance 
mutations lead to sickness, 
deformity, and handicaps in 
living things. 


PPE eee 
re . 


will crash. In the same way, the cells' uncontrolled growth rate leads 


first to cancer and then to death. When mutations damage these genes 
at birth, as in the case of retinoblastoma, the affected babies soon die. 

The damage done to living things by mutations is not limited to 
these examples. Almost all mutations observed so far are harmful; only 
a few are neutral. Despite this, however, evolutionists as well as Muslim 
evolutionists still try to maintain that mutation is a valid evolutionary 
mechanism. If species had evolved into one another, as evolutionists 
claim, millions of advantageous mutations would have had to occur 
and be present in all reproductive cells. 

Science, as it continues to advance, has discovered millions of 
harmful mutations and has identified the resulting diseases. However, 
evolution faces a terrible quandary: Evolutionist scientists can cite no 
mutations that actually increase genetic data. Pierre Paul Grassé, one of 


France's best-known zoologists, editor of the 35-volume Traite de 
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Zoologie, and former president of the 
French Academy of Sciences, has 
compared mutations to the in- 
correct letters made while 
copying a written text. And 
just like incorrect letters, 
mutations do not increase 
information; rather, they 
damage the already existing 
data. Grassé states this fact in 
the following manner: 
Mutations, in time, occur inco- 
herently. They are not complimen- 
tary to one another, nor are they cumulative in successive generations 
toward a given direction. They modify what persists, but they do so in 
disorder, no matter how... As soon as some disorder, even slight, ap- 
pears in an organized being, sickness, then death follow. There is no 
possible compromise between the phenomenon of life and anarchy.'4 
Given this fact, mutations, as Grassé puts it, "no matter how nu- 
merous they may be,they do not produce any kind of evolution." We 
can compare the effects of mutations to an earthquake. Just as an earth- 
quake does not help develop or improve a city but actually tears it 
down, mutations always have negative effects in exactly the same way. 
From this point of view, the evolutionists’ claims regarding mutations 
are completely unfounded. (For further details, see The Evolution Deceit 
by Harun Yahya, Taha Publishers, London, 1999). 


Fossil Research Proves Creation 
Given the above facts, scientific advances show that natural selec- 
tion and mutation have no evolutionary force. Since no evolutionary 


mechanism exists, no evolution could have taken place in the past. 
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However, evolutionists continue to insist that all living things evolved 
from one another by means of a gradual process that occurred over 
hundreds of millions of years. Their error is concealed within this logic, 
for if their scenario were true, countless transitional forms belonging to 
the timeframe in question should have emerged. Moreover, we should 
have found their fossil remains. 

The evolutionists’ illogical claims are apparent in every case. Let's 
consider the emergence of fish, which evolutionists say evolved from 
invertebrates, such as the starfish or marine worms. If this were the 
case, numerous examples of transitional forms must have existed in 
order to allow a gradual evolution. In other words, we should be able to 
see the fossil remains of many species having both fish and invertebrate 
characteristics. However, despite the many fish and invertebrate fossils 
found by scientists, no fossil of any transitional form that might con- 
firm their claim has ever been found. Such an absence, in turn, means 
that evolution never took place. (In fact, the first fish on Earth appear 
in the same geological period with the first known complex inverte- 
brates. Fish fossils go back to 530 million years.'® During that time, 
known as the Cambrian age, all major groups of invertebrates abruptly 
appeared on Earth.) 

Although evolutionists are well aware of this, they resort to such 
methods as demagogy and faked evidence to make people believe in 
evolution.'© Even Darwin knew that the fossil record did not back up 
his theory; he merely hoped that it would grow richer over time and 
that the missing transitional forms would be found. Present-day evolu- 
tionists, however, are left with no such hope. As even they have admit- 
ted, the fossil record is exceedingly rich and of a sufficient degree to 
reveal the history of life. Professor N. Heribert Nilsson, a well-known 
Swedish evolutionist botanist from Lund University, says this about the 
fossil record: 


My attempts to demonstrate evolution by an experiment carried on 
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for more than 40 years have completely failed... The fossil material is 

now so complete that it has even been possible to construct new 

classes, and the lack of any transitional series cannot be explained as 
being due to the scarcity of material. The deficiencies are real, (and) 
they will never be filled.!” 

T. Neville George, a professor of paleontology of Glasgow 
University, states that although the fossil record is very rich, the long- 
sought transitional forms have not yet been found: 

There is no need to apologise any longer for the poverty of the fossil 

record. In some ways, it has become almost unmanageably rich and 

discovery is outpacing integration... The fossil record nevertheless 
continues to be composed mainly of gaps.'® 

Evolutionists even go so far as to admit that in addition to denying 
evolution, the fossil record provides scientific proof for the truth of cre- 
ation. For example, the evolutionist paleontologist Mark Czarnecki con- 
fesses: 

A major problem in proving the theory has been the fossil record; the 
imprints of vanished species preserved in the Earth's geological for- 
mations. This record has never revealed traces of Darwin's hypotheti- 
cal intermediate variants — instead species appear and disappear 
abruptly, and this anomaly has fueled the creationist argument that 
each species was created by God..." 

As we have seen, evolutionists have suffered a terrible disappoint- 
ment on the subject of transitional forms. No excavation from anywhere 
in the world has rendered the slightest trace of any transitional forms 
since Darwin first proposed them. Those discoveries have all been of a 
kind as to dash evolutionists' hopes, and show that living things on 
Earth emerged suddenly, fully developed, and flawless. 

However, even though they know that transitional forms never ex- 
isted, evolutionist scientists refuse to abandon their theory. They offer 


prejudiced commentaries on a number of fossils. In his work In Search of 
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Deep Time, Henry Gee, editor of the world-famous magazine Nature, de- 
scribes just how scientific such fossil commentaries really are: 
.... We arrange fossils in an order that reflects gradual acquisition of 
what we see in ourselves. We do not seek the truth, we create it after 
the fact, to suit our own prejudices... To take a line of fossils and claim 
that they represent a lineage is not a scientific hypothesis that can be 
tested, but an assertion that carries the same validity as a bedtime 
story — amusing, perhaps even instructive, but not scientific.”° 
That is why believers in God must not be deceived by the word 
games and falsehoods dressed up in scientific garb. It is a great mistake 
to believe that people, just because they are scientists, are telling the 
truth and that they should be believed. Evolutionist scientists have no 
compunctions about concealing the truth, distorting scientific facts, and 
even producing forged evidence for the sake of their ideology. The his- 
tory of Darwinism is full of such examples. 


When we consider even the most basic main lines of Darwinism, 
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For example, evolutionists claim that starfish evolved into real fish over millions of 
years. According to that claim, there must exist many transitional forms between 
the two species. However, not one fossil belonging to any such transitional form 
has ever been found. There are starfish and fish in the fossil record, but no forms 
between the two. 
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F its invalidity and totally rotten foundations are immediately apparent. : 

When we look at the details, the situation becomes even clearer. (See 

The Evolution Deceit, Taha Publishers, London, 1999 and Darwinism 

Refuted, Goodword Publishers, New Delhi, 2003 for more information). 

Contrary to what evolutionists claim, we see a great design and 

planning in the features of all living and non-living things wherever we 

look. That is a sign that God has created them all. Evolutionists con- 

tinue to wage their hopeless struggle because they do not want to ac- 

cept this fact. As truly committed materialists, they are trying to bring a 
dead body to life. 


All of this leads to just one conclusion: Darwinism turns people 


away from reason, science, and the truth and directs them toward irra- 
tionality. People who believe in evolution refuse to follow the path of 
reason and science, and are taken in by the superstitious nonsense that 
has come down from the 1800s when Darwin was alive. Finally, they = 

begin to believe that chance can play a divine role, even though the 


whole universe is full of the signs of creation. It is enough to look at 


just one of the flawless mechanisms in the sky and the sea, in animals 
=. and plants, in order to see this. To say that these are all the work of 

chance is an insult to reason, logic, and science. What is needed is a 2 - 
confession of God's might and greatness, and a subsequent surrender- 


ing to Him. 


are 

v4 Not one fossil of any transitional forms posited by evolutionists 
: has ever been found. Throughout history, fish have always 
= existed as fish, birds as birds, and human beings as 

- 


human beings. 
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It is a Mistake to Think Charles Darwin 


was Religious 


A large part of those religious people who support the theory of 


evolution suggest that Charles Darwin was religious. However, they 


are definitely mistaken, for during his life Darwin revealed his negative 


views of God and religion. 


Darwin did believe in God during his youth, but his belief gradu- 


ally faded and was replaced by atheism during middle age. However, 


he did not publicize this fact, for he did not want to attract any opposi- 


tion from his devout wife in particular, as well as from his close rela- 


tives and the religious establishment. In her book Darwin and the 


Darwinian Revolution, Darwinist historian Gertrude Himmelfarb writes: 


"The full extent of Darwin's disbelief, therefore, can be seen neither in 


his published work nor even in his 
published autobiography, but only 
in the original version of that au- 
tobiography."”! Her book also re- 
veals that when Darwin's son 
Francis was about to publish his 
The Life and Letters of Charles 
Darwin, Darwin's wife Emma 
fiercely opposed the project and 
did not want to give her permis- 
sion, fearing that the letters might 
give rise to a scandal after his 
death. Emma warned her son to 
take out those sections that made 
open references to atheism. The en- 
tire family feared that such state- 
ments would damage Darwin's 


prestige. 


Caras | pera 
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Darwin and the Darwinian 
Revolution, by the Darwinist 
historian Gertrude Himmelfarb. 
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According to biologist Ernst Mayr, a 
founder of neo-Darwinism; "It is apparent that 
Darwin lost his faith in the years 1836-39, 
much of it clearly prior to the reading of 
Malthus. In order not to hurt the feelings of his 
friends and of his wife, Darwin often used 


deistic language in his publications, but much 


in his Notebooks indicates that by this time 


Ernst Mayr 


he had become a 'materialist.'"” 

Darwin always bore his family's reactions 
in mind, and throughout his life carefully concealed his ideas on reli- 
gion. He did so, in his own words, because, 

Many years ago I was strongly advised by a friend never to introduce 

anything about religion in my works, if I wished to advance science in 

England; and this led me not to consider the mutual bearings of the two 

subjects. Had I foreseen how much more liberal the world would be- 

come, I should perhaps have acted differently. 

As we can see from the final sentence, if Darwin had felt confident 
he would have attracted no reaction, he might not have been so cau- 
tious. When Karl Marx (1818-83) 
proposed to dedicate his Das 


Kapital to Darwin, Darwin 
firmly refused the honor 
on the grounds that it 
would hurt certain 
members of his family if 

he were associated with 
such an atheistic book.” 
However, we can 

still find Darwin's attitude 


to spiritual concepts and be- 
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liefs in these words to his cousin: "I look upon all human feeling as 
traceable to some germ in the animals." 

Darwin also opposed religious instruction for children out of his 
belief that they should be freed from religious belief.”’ 

These antireligious views have come down to present-day evolu- 
tionists as a kind of legacy. Just as Darwin did not want children to learn 
about God while they were being educated, modern evolutionists 
fiercely oppose teaching creationism in schools. They engage in active 
lobbying all over the world to have creation removed from the educa- 


tional curriculum. 


Darwin's Atheism and Efforts to Conceal it 

He makes the following reference to his own lack of belief, "disbe- 
lief crept over me at a very slow rate, but was at last complete..."”° 

The same book describes how Darwin's father took him aside 
when he was about to get married and recommended that he conceal 
his religious doubt from his wife. However, Emma was aware of his 
ever-decreasing faith right from the first. When his Descent of Man was 
published, she confessed to her daughter regarding the book's anti-reli- 
gious sentiments: 

I shall dislike it very much as again putting God further off.” 

In a letter he wrote in 1876, Darwin stated how his belief became 
weaker: 

... This conclusion (theism) was strong in my mind about the time, as 

far as I can remember, when I wrote the "Origin of Species"; and it is 

since that time that it has very gradually, with many fluctuations, be- 

come weaker... .%° 

At the same time, he found it odd that anyone else should have re- 
ligious beliefs, and stated that people, who he believed had evolved 


from primitive animals, could not trust those beliefs: 
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(C)an the mind of man, which has, as I fully believe, been developed 
from a mind as low as that possessed by the lowest animals, be trusted 
when it draws such grand conclusions?*" 

The fundamental reason why Darwin denied God's existence was 
pride. We can see this in the statements below: 

In the sense that an omnipotent and omniscient Deity must order and 

know everything, this must be admitted; yet, in honest truth, I can 

hardly admit it.” 

In a short hand-written appendix to the story of his life, he wrote: 

I feel no remorse from having committed any great sin.°? 

Darwin's statements denying God's existence and religion actually 
follow a classical atheist logic. A Qur'anic verse describes how those 
who deny Allah actually realize that He exists but still deny Him out of 
arrogance: 

And they repudiated them wrongly and haughtily, in spite of their 

own certainty about them. See the final fate of the corrupters. 

(Qur'an, 27:14) 
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Charles Darwin's 
wife Emma 


The most important point 


here is this: Darwin's atheism 


had the greatest influence on 


shaping his theory. He twisted 


facts, observations, and proofs 


in order to maintain his preju- 


dice that life was not created. 


When one reads The Origin of 
Species, one clearly sees how 
Darwin was at pains to reject 
all evidence for creation (e.g., 
the complex structures in living things, how the fossil record points to 
sudden emergence, and facts pointing to the limits of how far living 
things can differ from each other in nature), and the way he postponed 
those things he could not immediately explain by saying: "Perhaps this 
matter will be resolved one day in the future." Had he been a neutral 
scientist, he would not have displayed such dogmatism. His own style 
and methods show that Darwin was an atheist who grounded his the- 
ory in atheism. 

In fact, atheists have supported Darwin for the last 150 years and 
irreligious ideologies have backed Darwinism precisely because of his 
atheism. Thus, given the fact of Darwin's atheism, Muslims must not 
make the mistake of thinking that he was religious, or at least not op- 
posed to religion, and continue to support him, his theory, and those 
who think like him. If they do, they place themselves alongside the 


atheists. 
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Darwin admitted to being an atheist in his let- 
ters and autobiography. 


Darwinism Has Led Humanity 
from Disaster to Disaster 


At the beginning of this book, we saw how evolutionist Muslims 
portray Darwinism as a scientifically proven fact and ignore its true 
face. Darwinism, which provided "scientific" support for fascism and 
communism, the twentieth century's bloodiest ideologies, has an even 
darker "true" face. 

These ideologies, which reached their violent peaks during the last 
century, were responsible for communist revolutions and fascist coups 
d'etat, as well as fighting, conflict, civil war, and the division of the 


world into two blocs. Such bloody dictators as Lenin, Stalin, Mao, Pol 
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Pot, Hitler, Mussolini, and Franco all left their marks. Some 120 million 
people died as a result of the cruelty inflicted by communist regimes 
alone, and the two world wars alone cost some 65 million lives. World 
War II, which began with Hitler's invasion of Poland in 1939, was a true 
disaster for humanity. (For details see Harun Yahya, The Disasters 
Darwinism Brought to Humanity, Al-Attique Publishers Inc., Ontario, 
2001 and Fascism: Bloody Ideology of Darwinism, Arastirma Publishing, 
Istanbul, 2002) 

Darwinism can be found at the ideological root of all of these polit- 
ical, economic, and moral catastrophes, for it nourishes and strengthens 
all of them. 


Communism, Fascism, and Darwinism 

Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels, the founding fathers of commu- 
nism, mentioned in their works how much Darwinism influenced 
them. Marx showed his sympathy for Darwin by presenting to him a 
copy of his book Das Kapital, in which he had written a personal note. 
The German edition even carried the following message in his own 
hand; "To Charles Darwin, from a true admirer, from Karl Marx." 

Darwinism was of such importance to communism that as soon as 
Darwin's book was published, Engels wrote to Marx: "Darwin, whom I 
aim just reading, is simply splendid."™ 

The prominent Russian communist Georgi Valentinovich 
Plekhanov regarded Marxism as "Darwinism in its application to so- 
cial sciences.'""> 

Hitler's most important ideological mentor, the racist German his- 
torian Heinrich von Treitschke, said: "Nations could not prosper with- 
out intense competition, like the struggle for survival of Darwin," 
thus indicating the origin of the violence at Nazism's roots. Hitler him- 
self was a Darwinist. Taking his inspiration from the concept of "the 


fight for survival" employed by Darwin, he called his own famous work 
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Lenin Stalin 


Mein Kampf (My Fight). At a 1933 Nuremberg party rally, Hitler pro- 
claimed that: "A higher race subjects to itself a lower race... a right 
which we see in nature and which can be regarded as the sole con- 
ceivable right, because it was founded on science.” This shows just 
how much he was influenced by Darwin. 

Mussolini, the leader of Italian fascism, also favored Darwinism as 
a worldview and tried to use it to justify Italy's invasion of Ethiopia. 
Franco, the Spanish dictator at that time, also reflected Darwinist ideol- 
ogy both in theory and in practice. (See Harun Yahya, Fascism: Bloody 
Ideology of Darwinism, Arastirma Publishing, Istanbul, 2002) 


Mussolini Franco Hitler 
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By saying that life is a fight that 
the strong were destined to win and 
that the weak were condemned to ; _ rin 
lose, Darwin opened the way to Aampi 
brute force, violence, war, conflict, 
and massacre on a grand scale. 
Dictators who oppressed people, 
whether at home or abroad, were so 
inspired by Darwinism that they 
dressed themselves in its teachings. 
In their view, the law of nature de- 


mands that the weak be crushed and 


destroyed and that people do not 


Hitler's Mein Kampf. 


necessarily have any inherent value, 


since they had evolved from animals. 


Defending Darwinism Facilitates 
Communism's Spread 


Communism is a hostile ideology, both in terms of the materialist 
philosophy upon which it is based and the historical analysis it pro- 
poses. It begins by denying God's existence, and its historical analysis, 
which describes religion as the "opiate of the masses," calls for the erad- 
ication of religion in order to erect its envisioned communist society. 

Thus all communist regimes fight religion, attack religious values, 
destroy places of worship, and outlaw the observance of religious oblig- 
ations. Regimes in such places as the former Soviet Union, China, 
Cambodia, Bulgaria, and Albania have followed policies that are so 
anti-religious that they border upon, and sometimes lead to, genocide. 

Darwinism plays an important role in Marxist ideology's hatred of 


religion. Darwin provided Marxist atheism with a so-called scientific 
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basis, which explains why Marx and Engels felt such gratitude for him. 
Engels’ praise is particularly striking: 

"He (Darwin) dealt the metaphysical conception of Nature the heavi- 

est blow by his proof that all organic beings, plants, animals, and man 

himself, are the products of a process of evolution going on through 

millions of years.'°8 

Conflict lies at the heart of Marxist philosophy (dialectical materi- 
alism), which asserts that the universe functions according to the law of 
clashes between opposites. In other words, Darwin's asserted fight for 
survival in nature was now applied to human societies. Darwinism was 
the greatest support for communist ideology, which saw human history 
as a battleground and prepared the ground for further conflict. 

The evolutionist P. J. Darlington explains that violence is a natural 


consequence of belief in this theory: 


Marx wanted to dedicate his 
Das Kapital to Darwin. 
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Friedrich Engels, one of the 
originators of communism. 


The first point is that selfishness and 
violence are inherent in us, inherited 
from our remotest animal ances- 
tors.... Violence is, then, natural to 


man; a product of evolution.” 


Marxists believe that societies 


will accept their ideology if they 


bring them to believe in 
Darwinism. They attach so much importance to Darwin's principle that 
"violence and conflict are unchanging natural laws." This is why all 
communist-oriented terrorist organizations give their militants months 
of training in communism, dialectical materialism, and Darwinism. 
Darwin's theory encourages these people to believe that they are actu- 
ally animals, and that just like animals, people must fight for survival. 
Thus many young people become monsters quite capable of killing and 
even ruthlessly slaughtering children and babies. 

In this way, communist ideology led to guerrilla and civil wars and 
bloody acts of terrorism in numerous countries throughout the twenti- 
eth century. That is why the intellectual struggle against Darwinism is 
so important: If Darwinism is exposed as the fallacy that it is and then 
collapses, Marxist philosophies based upon it will crumble. Since 
Darwinism has such an important role to play in anti-religious commu- 
nist ideology, supporting one means supporting the other. Trying to jus- 
tify Darwinism by reconciling it with religion and claiming that God 
used evolution to create living things means justifying communism. 


The communists know that religion and Darwinism are incompatible, 
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but remain silent when 


L confronted with reli- 
He (Darwin) dealt the gious people who accept 
metaphysical conception of evolutionary creation so 
Fe oy ee that both ideologies can 


spread easily and even 
further afield. The im- 


gan beings, plants, ané- portant thing is to first 
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open a door to the accep- 
tance of Darwinism. 

The communists’ 
belief in evolution stems 
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by his: proof that all or- 
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through millions of years. : 
tit Eng we tion to their ideology. For 


instance Robert Shapiro, 


from their blind devo- 


1 an evolutionist professor 

——— CU of chemistry and DNA 

expert, says that the the- 

ory's basic claim that inanimate substances organized themselves and 

formed DNA and RNA is based on no scientific fact at all. He continues: 

Another evolutionary principle is therefore needed to take us across 

the gap from mixtures of simple natural chemicals to the first effective 

replicator. This principle has not yet been described in detail or 

demonstrated, but it is anticipated, and given names such as chemical 

evolution and self-organization of matter. The existence of the princi- 

ple is taken for granted in the philosophy of dialectical material- 
ism...° 

As Shapiro has stated, evolutionists continue to defend the theory 

of evolution due to their dogmatic adherence to materialist philosophy. 

This indicates that any support given to this theory also means direct 


support for materialist philosophy, the spread of which inevitably pre- 
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pares the ground for communist ideology's en- 
trance into a given society. This link reveals how 
communist ideology draws its strength from 
Darwinism. 

Muslims who support the theory of evolu- 
tion need to think about this truth. They must not 


share a common perspective with communists, 


who have been and remain the fiercest enemies of Robert Shapiro 
religion, and/or support a view that is the "scien- 
tific" basis of communism. This becomes even more 
important when we consider that communism has not died, but is still 
holding out in authoritarian regimes like North Korea and, most dan- 
gerously, still dominating the political system and political culture of 


China, despite her superficial "capitalist" outlook. 


Darwin's Racism 

One of the most important and yet least-known aspects of Darwin 
is his racism: Darwin regarded white Europeans as more "advanced" 
than other human races. Presuming that man evolved from ape-like 
creatures, he surmised that some races developed more than others and 
that the latter still bore simian features. In his book, The Descent of Man, 
which he published after The Origin of Species, he boldly commented on 
"the greater differences between men of distinct races."4! In his book, 
Darwin held blacks and Australian Aborigines to be equal to gorillas 
and then inferred that these would be "done away with" by the "civi- 
lized races" in time. He said: 

At some future period, not very distant as measured by centuries, the 

civilized races of man will almost certainly exterminate and replace 

the savage races throughout the world. At the same time the anthro- 


pomorphous apes... will no doubt be exterminated. The break be- 
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Racist neo-Nazi movements are spreading to many countries. At the root of such 
movements is a fascistic hatred of peoples of other nations. Behind this idea lies 
Darwinism, according to which, the inferiority of some races in comparison to 
others is very natural. 


tween man and his nearest allies will then be wider, for it will inter- 

vene in a more civilized state, as we may hope, even than the 

Caucasian, and some ape as low as baboon, instead of as now between 

the negro or Australian and the gorilla.” 

Darwin's nonsensical ideas were not only theorized, but also given 
a degree of scientific and social respectability that enabled them to pro- 
vide the most important "scientific ground" for racism. Supposing that 


living beings evolved in the struggle for life, Darwinism soon was ap- 
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plied to the social sciences. Known as "Social Darwinism," this new ide- 
ology contends that existing human races are located at different rungs 
of the "evolutionary ladder," that the European races are the most "ad- 
vanced" of all, and that many other races still bear "ape-like" features. 

Moreover, Darwinism does not rest with preparing the ground for 
racist attacks, for it also allows all kinds of separatist and destructive ac- 
tions. This "life is a fight" principle has created an argument that justi- 
fies putting other people living peacefully in the same country into 
concentration camps, as well as the use of violence and brute force, war, 
death, and murder. 

However, Muslims who realize that Allah has created them and 
everything else, that Allah has breathed His soul into them, that the 
world is a place of peace and brotherhood, that all people are equal, and 
that each person will be punished in the hereafter for whatever he or 
she has done in this world cannot harm others. Only those who believe 
that they came into existence by chance, have no responsibility to any- 
one, will never have to account for their actions, and believe that the 
world is a place of conflict can engage in such activities. 

That is why Muslims should listen to their consciences before ac- 
cepting Darwinism, and why they should understand the true price of 
backing a theory that science itself refutes. The damage Darwinism has 
done to humanity is clear. The tragedies, suffering, and conflict it leads to 
also are well known. As we have seen throughout this chapter, the way in 
which people are brought to believe in irrational and illogical ideas and 


concepts should convince us that Darwinism is a grave danger. 


CHAPTER 3 


THE SCIENCE OF 
ALLAH'S CREATION 


o far, we have examined the grave error com- 
mitted by Muslim evolutionists who accept 
the assertion that Allah used evolution to cre- 
ate living things. Unlike other evolutionists, 
such people do not directly say that life 
emerged by chance. However, by maintaining 
that Allah used evolution in His creation, they 
willingly or otherwise support Darwinism on 
some points. According to their mistaken perspective, Allah must have 
used such evolutionary mechanisms as mutation and natural selection. 

However, science has demonstrated that neither natural selection 
nor mutation can create a new species. In other words, they have no 
evolutionary force. Those who support the idea of evolutionary cre- 
ation maintain that Allah uses mutations to change a living thing's ge- 
netic data so that it can acquire useful organs, or that Allah first creates 
primitive creatures and then employs natural selection to turn them 
into more complex ones and to perfect them. In other words, He uses 
natural selection to add a new organ, lets an already-existing organ at- 
rophy, or do away with it altogether in order to turn one species into an- 
other. 

It is quite normal for people who are unaware of the latest scien- 
tific developments to make such assumptions, particularly if they wish 
to support evolution. However, such a claim flies in the face of scientific 
fact. Moreover, as we shall see later, the Qur'an does not mention such a 
thing. 

One thing needs to be made quite clear: Of course Allah could 


have employed evolution to create living things if He had so willed. Yet 
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the Qur'an contains no sign of evolution and not one verse supports the 
evolutionists’ claim of the stage-by-stage emergence of species. Science 
also reveals the falsity of such a claim. Since the situation is so clear, 
there is no way for a Muslim to justify his/her support of it. The only 
possible reasons for such errors are a lack of information, an inferiority 
complex when dealing with evolutionists, and the belief that since evo- 


lutionists are in the majority they must necessarily be right. 


Allah Created the Universe from Nothing 

Allah creates everything, in the form and at the time that He 
chooses, without the use of any model and out of nothing. Since He is 
exalted above any defect and is rich beyond any need. He has no need 
of any cause, vehicle, or stages for His creation. Nobody should be de- 
ceived by the fact that everything is linked to given causes and natural 
laws. But Allah is beyond all these causes and laws, since He created 
them. 

Allah, the Lord of the Earth and the heavens, can also do away 
with these causes if He so wills. For instance, He can create people who 
do not need oxygen to survive, and therefore do not need any lungs. 
Given this, why would He "need" to perfect the lung by making it 
evolve over time or through any other mechanism? It is therefore com- 
pletely wrong for people to think of Allah's greatness and might as 
being limited to their own feelings and reason. We can have knowledge 
only to the extent that He permits. 

Allah can use particular stages in His creation if He so wills. For 
example, He produces a plant from a seed or a human being from the 
coming together of a sperm and an egg cell. Yet these stages, as we shall 
see later, have nothing to do with evolution and have no room for 
chance or coincidence. Every stage in the emergence of a plant, or the 
turning of a single cell into a human being "in the best of forms," hap- 


pens thanks to the perfect systems created by His infinite might. 
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There are signs of Allah's infinite 
power and intelligence at every stage 
of a flower's development. It is Allah, 
the Lord of all the worlds, Who turns 
a seed into a beautifully colored 
flower. 


Allah willed and created the Earth and the heavens, all that lies be- 
tween, and all living and non-living things. This is very easy for Him, as 
indicated in the Qur'an: 

He created the heavens and Earth with truth. The day He says "Be!" 

it is. His speech is Truth... (Qur'an, 6:73) 

Our Word to a thing when We will it is just to say to it "Be!" and it is. 


(Qur'an, 16: 40) 


He gives life and causes to die. When He decides on something, He 
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just says to it, "Be!" and it is. (Qur'an, 40:68) 

Creation is very easy for Allah. As these verses reveal, all He has to 
do is say "Be!," thereby willing it to be so. Many verses reveal that He 
created the universe and living things in perfect form. It is a grave mis- 
take for Muslims to adhere to forced explanations in the face of this evi- 
dent truth and to make such specious claims that Allah employed 
evolution to create and used mutation, natural selection, and transi- 
tional stages between apes and humans. It is quite wrong to put for- 
ward such accounts, for which there is no evidence in either the Qur'an 
or science, in the hope of being accepted by evolutionists. 

Allah makes all the laws in the universe and gives them the form 
He chooses, brings about what He wills and when He wills it, perme- 
ates everything in the Earth and the heavens, and rules everything with 
His power. Yet some people do not fully comprehend His might and 
thus judge Him based upon their own limited powers. Allah reveals 
their existence in the Qur'an: 

They do not measure Allah with His true measure when they say: 

"Allah would not send down anything to a mere human being."... 

(Qur'an, 6:91) 

They do not measure Allah with His true measure. Allah is All- 

Strong, Almighty. (Qur'an, 22:74) 

They do not measure Allah with His true measure. The whole Earth 

will be a mere handful for Him on the Day of Rising the heavens 

folded up in His right hand. Glory be to Him! He is exalted above 

the partners they ascribe! (Qur'an, 39:67) 

Contrary to what those who believe in evolutionary creation sug- 
gest, Allah did not first create apes and then cause them to evolve into 
humans through flawed transitional forms with missing organs. Rather, 


as the Qur'an reveals, Allah created man in the most perfect manner: 
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We created man in the finest mold. (Qur'an, 95:4) 


He created the heavens and Earth with truth and formed you, giving 
you the best of forms. And He is your final destination. (Qur'an, 
64:3) 

The above verses are some of the proofs that Allah created man in 
perfect form, in other words, the form that he has now. Of course, man 
also has several incapacities and weaknesses, all of which remind him 
of his poverty before his Lord. Deformities and disabilities are the re- 
sults of a purposeful creation, for they serve as reminders for those who 
see them and as a test for those who carry them. 

As forms and species, Allah created all living things instanta- 
neously and perfectly, with no need for evolution at all. That evident 
truth is revealed in the Qur'an: 

He is Allah — the Creator, the Maker, the Giver of Form. To Him be- 

long the Most Beautiful Names. Everything in the heavens and 

Earth glorifies Him. He is the Almighty, the All-Wise. (Qur'an, 

59:24) 

The Qur'an describes how simple creation is for Allah: 

Does He Who created the heavens and Earth not have the power to 

create the same again? Yes indeed! He is the Creator, the All- 

Knowing. (Qur'an, 36:81) 

Your creation and rising is only like that of a single self. Allah is 

All-Hearing, All-Seeing. (Qur'an, 31:28) 
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ALLAH'S DIFFERENT FORMS OF CREATION 


Another important point ignored by those who believe in evolu- 
tionary creation is Allah's different forms of creation. Allah has pro- 
duced living things that differ significantly from humans and animals, 


such as angels and the jinn. This matter will be discussed in the follow- 


ing pages. 


Two-, Three-, and Four-Winged Angels 

Angels are beings that always obey Allah's commands. The Qur'an 
describes their creation as follows: 

Praise be to Allah, the Bringer into Being of the heavens and Earth, 

He Who made the angels messengers, with wings — two, three, or 

four. He adds to creation in any way He wills. Allah has power over 

all things. (Qur'an, 35:1) 

As we can see from this description, the forms of angels differ con- 
siderably from those of human beings. Allah draws attention to the dif- 
ferent forms of creation in the above verse. 

Verses also show how angels are at Allah's command and obey 
Him: 

Everything in the heavens and every creature on Earth prostrates to 

Allah, as do the angels. They are not puffed up with pride. They fear 

their Lord above them and do everything that they are ordered to 

do. (Qur'an, 16:49-50) 


The Messiah would never disdain to be a servant of Allah, nor 
would the angels near to Him. If any do disdain to worship Him 
and grow arrogant, He will in any case gather them all to Him. 
(Qur'an, 4:172) 


You who believe! Safeguard yourselves and your families from a 
Fire whose fuel is people and stones. Harsh, terrible angels are in 


charge of it, who do not disobey Allah in respect of any order He 
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gives them and carry out what they are ordered to do. (Qur'an, 66:6) 

In addition, angels were created before man. In fact, Allah told the 
angels when He was going to create Adam, the first human being, and 
commanded them to prostrate before him. 

At the same time, Allah gave Prophet Adam, peace be upon him, 
knowledge that was different from that of the angels, and taught him 
the names of things. Angels do not possess that knowledge. As the 
Qur'an states: 

When your Lord said to the angels, "I am putting a vicegerent on 

Earth," they said, "Why put on it one who will cause corruption on it 

and shed blood when we glorify You with praise and proclaim Your 

purity?" He said, "I know what you do not know." He taught Adam 
the names of all things. Then He arrayed them before the angels and 
said, "Tell me the names of these, if you are telling the truth." They 
said, "Glory be to You! We have no knowledge except what You have 
taught us. You are the All-Knowing, the All-Wise." He said, "Adam, 
tell them their names." When he had told them their names, He said, 

"Did I not tell you that I know the Unseen of the heavens and Earth, 

and I know what you make known and what you hide?" We said to 

the angels, "Prostrate to Adam!" and they prostrated, with the excep- 
tion of Iblis. He refused and was arrogant and was one of the disbe- 

lievers. (Qur'an, 2:30-34) 


Jinn are Created from Fire 

Like angels, the jinn's appearance also differs from that of man. 
The verses below show that man was created from clay, while the jinn 
were created from fire: 

We created mankind out of dried clay formed from fetid black mud. 

We created the jinn before, out of the fire of a searing wind. (Qur'an, 


15:26-27) 


He created man from dry earth like baked clay, and He created the 
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jinn from a fusion of fire. (Qur'an, 55:14-15) 

In the Qur'an, Allah also reveals His purpose in creating man and 
the jinn: 

I only created jinn and man to worship Me. (Qur'an, 51:56) 

It is clear from this that although man and the jinn are very differ- 
ent beings, they both were created to worship only Allah by living by 
the values He prescribed. He has revealed in many verses that both an- 
gels and the jinn have some characteristics that differ from human char- 
acteristics. For instance, both can transport matter: 

He (Sulayman) said, "Council! Who among you will bring me her 

(the Queen of Saba's) throne before they come to me in submis- 

sion?" An audacious one among the jinn said, "I will bring it to you 

before you get up from your seat. I am strong and trustworthy 

enough to do it." (Qur'an, 27:38-39) 

The Qur'an also says that the jinn, just like the angels, were created 
before man. When He created Prophet Adam, peace be upon him, Allah 
commanded the angels and the jinn to prostrate before him. After that, 
He reveals that Satan is one of the jinn: 

When We said to the angels, "Prostrate yourselves to Adam," they 

prostrated, with the exception of Iblis. He was one of the jinn and 

wantonly deviated from his Lord's command. Do you take him and 
his offspring as protectors apart from Me when they are your enemy? 

How evil is the exchange the wrongdoers make! (Qur'an, 18:50) 

Creation is a simple matter for Allah, Who can create from nothing 
and with no previous cause. Just as He created the angels and the jinn in 
different forms from nothing, He also created man as a separate being 
from nothing and with no need for evolution. The same applies to other 
living things, such as animals and plants. Allah created all of these 
spontaneously out of nothing and without having them evolve — in 
other words, without turning one species into another. As we saw ear- 


lier, the stages Allah uses in this creation which we mentioned before 
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have nothing to do with evolutionist coincidence or random events, for 
each is the product of the flawless systems Allah's might and sover- 


eignty brought about. 


How the Bird Created from Clay 
by the Prophet ‘Isa Came to Life 


Allah endowed Prophet 'Isa, peace be upon him, with metaphysi- 
cal properties in the life of this world, as seen in: "... "Isa, son of 
Maryam, of high esteem in this world and the hereafter, and one of 
those brought near." (Qur'an, 3:45) He came into the world with no fa- 
ther, spoke while still in the cradle, and cured the sick in a miraculous 
way. 

Moreover, when Prophet ‘Isa, peace be upon him, made a clay ob- 
ject in the shape of a bird and breathed into it, the bird came to life by 
Allah's will. This fact is related in the Qur'an: 

As a Messenger to the tribe of Israel, saying: "I have brought you a 

sign from your Lord. I will create the shape of a bird out of clay for 

you and then breathe into it and it will be a bird by Allah's permis- 

sion..." (Qur'an, 3:49) 

Remember when Allah said, "Isa, son of Maryam, remember My 

blessing to you and to your mother when I reinforced you with the 

Purest Spirit so that you could speak to people in the cradle and 

when you were fully grown; and when I taught you the Book and 

Wisdom, and the Torah and the Gospels; and when you created a 

bird-shape out of clay by My permission, and then breathed into it 

and it became a bird by My permission..." (Qur'an, 5:110) 

Allah can spontaneously create a living thing in that way. This is 
one of His miracles, and an important truth that evolutionist Muslims 
should not ignore. 


A similar example mentions Prophet Ibrahim, peace be upon him, 
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and reveals how Allah endows inanimate things with life: 
When Ibrahim said, "My Lord, show me how You bring the dead to 
life." He asked, "Do you not then believe?" He replied, "Indeed I do! 
But so that my heart may be at peace." He said, "Take four birds and 
train them to yourself. Then put a part of them on each mountain 
and call to them; they will come rushing to you. Know that Allah is 
Almighty, All-Wise." (Qur'an, 2:260) 


How Prophet Zakariyya's Barren Wife 

had a Child 

One example of miraculous creation concerns the joyous tidings 
received by Prophet Zakariyya, peace be upon him, that his barren wife 
would give birth to a child: 

(Allah said,) "Zakariyya! We give you the good news of a boy named 

Yahya, a name we have given to no one else before." He said, "My 

Lord! How can I have a boy when my wife is barren and I have 

reached advanced old age?" (An angel) said, "It will be so!"... 

(Qur'an, 19:7-9) 

As the verses reveal, creation is a simple matter for Allah, Who re- 
quires no previous cause to create. He endowed this Prophet with a 
child, and by commanding that it should "Be!," this Prophet's wife spon- 
taneously became pregnant. Our Lord reveals in the continuation of the 
verse: 

.. Your Lord says, "That is easy for Me to do. I created you before, 


when you were not anything." (Qur'an, 19:9) 


EXAMPLES OF RESURRECTION IN THE QUR'AN 


Creation and resurrection are entirely in Allah's hands, and, as is 
the case with creation, He has no need of external causes when it comes 


to resurrection. There are many examples of this in the Qur'an. 
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The Qur'an reveals that after people die and are buried, they will 
be resurrected on the Day of Judgment: 

That is their repayment for rejecting Our signs and saying, "What, 

when we are bones and crumbled dust, will we then be raised up as 

a new creation?" Do they not see that Allah, Who created the heav- 

ens and Earth, has the power to create the like of them, and has ap- 

pointed fixed terms for them of which there is no doubt? But the 

wrongdoers still spurn anything but unbelief. (Qur'an, 17:98-99) 

As we have seen, disbelievers do not believe that people will be re- 
created after dying and becoming one with the soil. This example sum- 
marizes the situation as regards the theory of evolution. Our Lord, Who 
will re-form people's bodies from nothing on the Day of Judgment, also 
created the first man, Prophet Adam, from nothing. These verses are 
very important for those who believe in the Qur'an but who neverthe- 
less insist upon believing in evolutionist ideas. 


In the words: "You have come to Us all alone, just as We created 


you at first, leaving behind you everything We bestowed on you..." 
(Qur'an, 6:94), the Qur'an points to the resurrection of man on the Day of 
Judgment. It makes it clear that this creation will be like their "first cre- 
ation." Each person, who will have died and become one with the soil, 
will be reborn through a re-creation in the hereafter and assume a human 
form. That is why the first human creation resembles this and happens 
not stage by stage, but all at once and in a miraculous manner. 

There are many examples of resurrection in the Qur'an. For in- 
stance, Allah allowed the tribe of Prophet Musa, peace be upon him, to 
experience it, as He killed them and then brought them back to life. This 
is described in the Qur'an as follows: 

And when you said, "Musa, we will not believe in you until we see 

Allah with our own eyes." So the thunder-bolt struck you dead while 

you were looking. Then We brought you back to life after your 

death, so that perhaps you would show thanks. (Qur'an, 2:55-56) 
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The Qur'an contains a similar account again involving the tribe of 
Prophet Musa, peace be upon him. Allah had commanded them to 
strike a corpse with the flesh of a previously killed cow. As Allah reveals 
in the verse, He did this to show them that man would be resurrected 
and to ensure that they had belief. This is clearly a miracle. However, as 
we Shall see in the verse's following part, these people's hearts again 
grew hard after the miracle took place: 

Remember when you killed someone and violently accused each 

other of it, and Allah brought out what you were hiding. We said, 

"Hit him with part of it!" In that way Allah gives life to the dead, 

and He shows you His Signs so that hopefully you will understand. 

Then your hearts became hardened after that, so they were like 

rocks or even harder still. There are some rocks from which rivers 

gush out, and others that split open and water pours out, and others 
that crash down from fear of Allah. Allah is not unaware of what 

you do. (Qur'an, 2:72-74) 

Allah gives another example: 

In this way Allah makes His signs clear to you, so that hopefully 

you will use your intellect. What do you think about those who left 

their homes in thousands in fear of death? Allah said to them, "Die!" 
and then brought them back to life. Allah shows great favor to 

mankind, but most people are not grateful. (Qur'an, 2:242-243) 

The Qur'an relates another example: the situation facing someone 
who did not believe in resurrection after death. According to the verses, 
Allah caused the person to be dead for 100 years and then resurrected 
him. However, even though so much time had gone by, the person 
thought that he had been dead only for one day or even less. When he 
was told the truth, he finally believed, as we see in the following verse: 

Or the one who passed by a town which had fallen into ruin? He 

asked, "How can Allah restore this to life when it has died?" Allah 


caused him to die for a hundred years and then brought him back to 
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life. Then He asked, "How long have you been here?" He replied, "I 

have been here for a day or part of a day." He said, "Not so! You have 

been here for a hundred years. Look at your food and drink — it has 

not gone bad — and look at your donkey so that We can make you a 

sign for all mankind. Look at the bones — how We raise them up and 

clothe them with flesh." When it had become clear to him, he said, 

"Now I know that Allah has power over all things." (Qur'an, 2:259) 

Another example concerns the people of the cave (ashab al-kahf). 
What distinguishes this story from the others is that in this case the 
community was not killed, but merely fell asleep for longer than a nor- 
mal human lifespan. 

This group consisted of devout young people who had left their 
tribe and sought refuge in a cave because their tribe had turned to poly- 
theism and idolatry. However, Allah miraculously caused them to sleep 
for more than 300 years in the cave, as follows: 

So We struck them with drowsiness in the cave for a number of 

years. (Qur'an, 18:11) 

They stayed in their cave for three hundred years and added nine. 

Say: "Allah knows best how long they stayed. The Unseen of the 

heavens and Earth belongs to Him. How perfectly He sees, how 

well He hears! They have no protector apart from Him. Nor does He 

share His rule with anyone." (Qur'an, 18:25-26) 

However, after a time Allah awakened them. The description con- 
tinues: 

Then We woke them up again so that we might see which of the two 

groups would better calculate the time they had stayed there. We 

will relate their story to you with truth. They were young men who 
believed in their Lord, and We increased them in guidance. (Qur'an, 

18:12-13) 

They did not realize they had been asleep for such a long time. 


They thought they had only been asleep for a day, or a few hours, 
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whereas it had actually been some three hundred and nine years. The 
verse in question states: 
That was the situation when we woke them up so they could ques- 
tion one another. One of them asked, "How long have you been 
here?" They replied, "We have been here for a day or part of a day." 
They said, "Your Lord knows best how long you have been here. 
Send one of your number into the city with this silver you have, so 
he can see which food is purest and bring you some of it to eat. But 
he should go about with caution so that no one is aware of you." 
(Qur'an, 18:19) 
Such examples given in the Qur'an explicitly reveal that Allah has 


no need of any cause in creation. 


THE BEHAVIOR OF BEES: AN INSOLUBLE 
DILEMMA FOR EVOLUTIONISTS 


In the Qur'an, Allah reveals that He has inspired the bee and told it 
what it should do: 

Your Lord revealed to the bees: "Build dwellings in the mountains 

and the trees, and also in the structures that people erect. Then eat 

from every kind of fruit and travel the paths of your Lord, which 

have been made easy for you to follow." From inside them comes a 

drink of varying colors, containing healing for mankind. There is 

certainly a Sign in that for people who reflect. (Qur'an, 16:68-69) 

As we know, bees collect pollen and produce honey by mixing 
pollen with secretions from their own bodies. In order to store the 
honey and raise their young, they make hexagonal wax cells, all of 
which are exceedingly ordered, have the same angle, and are generally 
identical. They build honeycombs with these. Moreover, bees that leave 
the hive in search of food and always return to it possess special sys- 
tems Allah creates so that they can find their way home. 


For an insect to know about the angles in hexagons, discover the 
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formula for wax and design the systems necessary for producing it in 
their own bodies, and then fit such information into its own DNA so 
that future members of the same species will possess the same abilities 
are all, of course, impossible. 

It is self-evident that bees have been taught all of these things by a 
higher power. In other words, such knowledge has been inspired in 
them, as the verses reveal. Allah, Who knows all, describes to the bee 
what it needs to do, and the bee then acts in the full light of that inspira- 
tion. Such conscious behavior is clear evidence of creation. 

The study of such properties in animals reveals the flawless design 
and higher consciousness inherent in living things. Such things allow 
one to understand once again Allah's incomparable might. He has the 
power to create whatever creature He wills and with whatever attrib- 
utes He wills, possesses limitless might, and is the Ruler of all. 

However, evolutionists believe that such extraordinary features of 
living things came about by chance. According to this illogical claim, 
bees learned to calculate angles and managed to transfer that knowl- 
edge to other bees by chance. Chance also led to the emergence of bod- 
ily systems for producing wax and honey. 

Just a few seconds of thought is sufficient to see that such imagi- 
nary scenarios are far removed from reason and science. Allah creates 
bees and gives them consciousness. Such miracles of creation place evo- 


lutionists in a dilemma from which they can never escape. 


PROPHET SULAYMAN UNDERSTOOD 
THE ANT'S LANGUAGE 


As touched on in the previous section, evolutionists maintain that 
living things are the work of blind chance and random events. In their 
view, and despite the fact that there is absolutely no proof to confirm 


this imaginary thesis, animals possess no consciousness. There is, how- 
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ever, a great deal of evidence to disprove their claims. 

Consider the Qur'anic account of Prophet Sulayman, peace be 
upon him, and a female ant. According to the verses, he heard and un- 
derstood the ant's words, as narrated in the following verses: 

Then, when they reached the Valley of the Ants, an ant said, "Ants! 

Enter your dwellings so that Sulayman and his troops do not crush 

you unwittingly." He smiled, laughing at its words, and said, "My 

Lord, keep me thankful for the blessing You have bestowed on me 

and on my parents, and keep me acting rightly, pleasing You. And 

admit me, by Your mercy, among Your righteous servants." (Qur'an, 

27:18-19) 


As revealed in the Qur'an, Allah enabled Prophet Sulayman, peace be upon him, to 
understand the language of the ants. 
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As this verse makes clear, one ant addressed the others. Of course, 
it is out of the question for a creature supposedly "created" by chance to 
have a special communication system that allows it to address its own 
community or exhibit behavior indicative of reason and logic. A crea- 
ture that comes into being by Allah's will displays conscious behavior 
in the manner and to the extent that Allah wills. It also is possible to 
communicate with such a creature, if Allah wills it. 

Animals, which according to the theory of evolution, are supposed 
to lack consciousness in fact display evidence of considerable reason, as 
we have seen in these two examples. Maybe we cannot expect 
Darwinists to understand the extraordinary nature of this situation (We 
free from any imputation those who think sincerely and who follow the 
dictates of their consciences). However, those who say that they believe 
in Allah's existence and power really must think about such signs, for 
they clearly disprove evolution. This, in turn, shows that evolution can- 


not be defended in any possible way. 


Creation Is a Miracle 

Ignoring the fact that Allah has the power to create and destroy 
plays an important role in causing some Muslims to believe in evolu- 
tion. Such evolutionist Muslims are under the influence of naturalism, 
which asserts that the laws of nature are fixed and unchanging, and that 
nothing can take place outside of them. Yet this is a great error. What we 
mean by "the laws of nature" stem from Allah's creating and maintain- 
ing matter in a particular form. In no way can they be considered fea- 
tures that stem from within matter itself. As Allah has made clear, He 
can alter these laws at any time and act outside of their scope. 

We call such actions miracles. That the above-mentioned group of 
the cave remained alive for more than 300 years is a miracle beyond the 
laws of nature. Those whom Allah killed and then brought back to life 


are also miracles. Every event occurs because Allah wills it to occur. 


Those that occur within the 
bounds of certain laws are "nor- 
mal," while the others are mira- 
cles. 

The point that needs to be un- 
derstood here is that Allah is not 
constrained by the laws He cre- 
ated. If He so wills, He can totally 
reverse all the laws of nature. That 
is easy for Allah to do. 

Since Muslim evolutionists 
have fallen under the influence of 
naturalism, which forms the foun- 
dation of Darwinism, they try to 
account for the origin of human 
and other life in terms of natural 
laws. They believe that Allah 
brought living things into exis- 
tence by means of a creation that is 
limited by natural laws, and thus 
imagine that creation was brought 
about by mutation, natural selec- 
tion, variation, and one species 
turning into another. It is a grave 
error, however, for Muslims to ac- 
cept such "naturalist" logic, for the 
miracles described in the Qur'an 
clearly reveal that such logic is ill- 
founded. 

When we look at those verses 


that discuss the creation of living 
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things and man, we see that this creation took place in a miraculous 
way and outside the laws of nature. This is how Allah reveals the cre- 
ation of living things: 

Allah created every animal from water. Some of them go on their 

bellies, some of them on two legs, and some on four. Allah creates 

whatever He wills. Allah has power over all things. (Qur'an, 24:45) 

This verse points to the main living groups on Earth (reptiles, 
birds, and mammals) and says that Allah created all of them from 
water. On closer inspection, these groups were not created "out of each 
other," as "foreseen" by evolution, but "from water." In other words, 
they were formed separately from a common material Allah shaped. 

Modern science also has made it clear that this common material 
was water, the basic component of every living body. Mammals' bodies 
are about 70 percent water. Each living thing's bodily water enables 
contact between cells, as well as inter-cell and inter-tissue contact. It is 
an accepted fact that nothing can live without water. 

And yet some Muslims misinterpret the above verse and try to 
give it a meaning more in line with evolution. However, it is obvious 
that the fact of creation from water has nothing to do with evolution, for 
that theory does not claim that every living thing emerged from water 
and evolved. On the contrary, it maintains that living species evolved 
from one another, an evident contradiction of the fact that all living 
groups were created from water (in other words, that they were created 


independently). 


The Creation of Man from Clay 

In the Qur'an, Allah reveals that man was created in a miraculous 
manner. To create the first human being, Allah shaped clay, and then 
breathed a soul into it: 


Your Lord said to the angels, "I am going to create a human being 
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out of clay. When I have formed him and breathed My Spirit into 

him, fall down in prostration to him!" (Qur'an, 38:71-72) 

We created man from the purest kind of clay. (Qur'an, 23:12) 

Ask them for a ruling: Are they stronger in structure or other things 

that We have created? We created them from sticky clay. (Qur'an, 

37:11) 

It can be seen here that man was not created from an ape or other 
living species, as Muslim evolutionists would have us believe, but from 
clay, a lifeless substance. Allah miraculously turned that inanimate sub- 
stance into a human being and breathed a soul into him. There is no 
"natural evolutionary process" at work here, but rather Allah's miracu- 
lous and direct creation. In fact, His words as recorded below show that 
man was created directly by Allah's power: 


He (Allah) said, "Iblis, what prevented you prostrating to what I cre- 


ated with My own two hands? Were you overcome by arrogance, or 


are you one of the exalted? (Qur'an, 38:75) 

In short, the Qur'an contains no "evolutionary" account of the cre- 
ation of man and living things. On the contrary, it states that Allah cre- 
ated these miraculously from such inanimate substances as water and 
mud. Despite this, the history of Islam shows that some Muslims were 
influenced by ancient Greek philosophy, as well as by internal material- 
ist and evolutionary elements, and then tried to adapt that philosophy to 
the Qur'an. The great Islamic scholar and reformer Imam al-Ghazali (d. 
1111) responded to these trends, which emerged in his own day, in his 
Tahafut al-Falasifa (Incoherence of Philosophers) and other works. 
However, together with the spread of the theory of evolution during the 
nineteenth and twentieth centuries, "creation by evolution" theses began 
to reappear in the Islamic world. The next chapter considers the errors 
made by those Muslims who defend such theses, and analyzes their 


comments on the Qur'anic verses that they use to justify their position. 


CHAPTER ¢ 


THE ERRORS OF THOSE WHO 
USE QURANIC VERSES TO 
“PROVE? EVOLUTION 


he fundamental guides for all Muslims who 
believe in Allah and Islam are the Qur'an and 
the Sunnah (teachings) of the Prophet, may 
Allah bless him and grant him peace. The 
Qur'an contains many verses about the cre- 
ation of life and the universe. None of these 
verses gives even the slightest indication of 
creation through evolution. In other words, 
the Qur'an does not support the ideas that species evolved from one an- 
other or that there is an evolutionary link between them. On the con- 
trary, the Qur'an reveals that Allah created life and the universe 
miraculously by commanding them to "Be!" When we recall that scien- 
tific discoveries also invalidate evolution, we once again see how the 
Qur'an always runs parallel to science. 

Of course, if Allah had so willed, He could have created anything 
by means of evolution. Yet there is no sign of His doing so in the Qur'an, 
and not one verse supports the evolutionists’ claim that species devel- 
oped by stages. If creation had taken place in such a way, we would 
have been able to see its details within the Qur'an. Even though every- 
thing is so clear, some Muslims who support Darwinism misinterpret 
certain verses by ascribing to them meanings that do not agree with the 
clear and obvious meanings that those verses actually have. In order to 
defend evolution and provide some Qur'anic evidence for it, the mean- 
ings of some verses are distorted, guesswork is relied upon, and preju- 
diced interpretations are made. About the people in this dangerous 
situation, Allah says the following: 

Among them is a group who distort the Book with their tongues so 


that you think it is from the Book when it is not from the Book. 
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They say, "It is from Allah," but it is not from Allah. They tell a lie 

against Allah, and they know it. (Qur'an, 3:78) 

Those who know the Qur'an and yet twist its verses’ original 
meaning and deliberately misinterpret them are said to commit false- 
hoods against Allah. No Muslim would willingly do sucha thing, for he 
or she would be too afraid of the consequences. Thus, all comments 
based upon guesswork and speculation, especially when made by peo- 
ple who know the Qur'an and what it says on such important matters, 
are morally unacceptable. Of course it would be mistaken to make such 
a generalization about everyone who claims that evolution is compati- 
ble with religion, because some of them do not think about what such a 
claim means and others do not realize the underlying dangers. Even so, 
people must not mislead others on what the Qur'an says by speaking on 
Allah's behalf and seeking to prove evolution by using its verses. Those 
who do so must reconsider the seriousness of what they are doing and 
avoid making any such interpretations or comments, for Allah will hold 
them accountable for their words. Not only do such people deceive 
themselves, but they also deceive those who read their words — a heavy 
responsibility indeed. 

At the root of the question is this: Muslims who believe in evolu- 
tion accept it as a scientific fact and thus approach the Qur'an with the 
idea that it must confirm evolution. Thus they load every word that 
might have an evolutionary interpretation with meanings that it cannot 
possibly bear. When the Qur'an is regarded as a whole, or when the 
verse in question is read in conjunction with those before and after it, 
one can seen that the explanations offered are forced and invalid. 

In this chapter, we shall consider those verses that Muslims who 
accept evolution present as evidence for evolution. We shall then re- 
spond to their claims, again from the Qur'an, and compare them with 
the interpretations made by prominent Islamic scholars. 


However, we should be aware of the following basic fact: The 
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Qur'an must be read and interpreted in the form that Allah revealed it, 
with a completely sincere heart and without being influenced by any 
non-Islamic idea or philosophy. Approaching the Qur'an in this manner 
will reveal that it contains no information about creation by evolution. 
On the contrary, it will be seen that Allah created living things and 
everything else with the single command "Be!" If half-ape half-human 


creatures really existed before Prophet Adam, Allah would have ex- 


Evolutionist scientists draw their strength from forgeries, distortions, and 
works of fantasy, and not, as some Muslims think, from scientific evidence. 
Reconstructions are an example of these distortions. 

Evolutionists shape features that leave no trace in the fossil record (e.g., 
the appearance of nose and lips, hair style, the shape of the eyebrows, and 
body hair) in order to support evolution. They portray these imaginary crea- 
tures as walking with their families, hunting, or engaged in some other as- 
pect of daily life. Yet none of these creatures is supported by the existence 
of even one fossil. 
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plained that in a clear and easily understandable manner. The fact that 
the Qur'an is quite clear and very understandable shows that the claim 


of evolutionary creation is untrue. 


1. THE ERROR THAT MAN WAS CREATED BY 
EVOLUTIONARY STAGES 


What is the matter with you that you do not hope for honor from 


Allah, when He created you by successive stages? (Qur'an, 71:13-14) 


Those who support evolutionary creation interpret the words suc- 
cessive stages aS meaning "going through evolutionary stages." 
However, interpreting the Arabic word atwaran as evolutionary stages, 
which is no more than a personal opinion, is not unanimously accepted 
by all Islamic scholars. 

Atwar (situation, condition) is the plural of tawru, and appears in 
that form in no other Qur'anic verse. The Islamic world's interpretations 
of this verse demonstrate that fact. 

In his interpretation, Muhammed Hamdi Yazir of Elmali trans- 
lated the verse as: "He has created you stage by stage through several 
conditions." In his commentary, he described these stages as "steps of 
evolution." However, this description has nothing to do with evolution, 
which proposes that man's roots lie in other living species. In fact, im- 
mediately afterwards he says what these stages are: 

According to the explanation given by Ebus Suud* first come the ele- 

ments, then nutriments, then mixtures, then sperm, then a piece of 

flesh, then flesh and bone, and this is finally shaped with a completely 
different creation. "Blessed be Allah, the Best of Creators!" (Qur'an, 

23:14) Is not Allah, the Almighty Creator, worthy of praise and re- 

spect? Can He not raise you still further with another form and cre- 

ation? Or can He not also destroy you and cast you down into 


sorrowful torment? Why do you not think of these things? 
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As the above statements show, this verse describes how a person 
reaches his or her mother's womb as a sperm, develops as an embryo 
and then as a piece of flesh, and then develops into flesh and bone be- 
fore emerging into the world as a human being. 

In Imam al-Tabari's commentary, Surah Nuh: 14 is translated as "In 
fact, he created you by stages," and interpreted this as meaning, "You 
were first in the form of a sperm, then He created you as a blood clot, 
then a small piece of flesh." 

Omar Nasuhi Bilmen translates the verse as "In fact, He created 
you through various degrees," and goes on to interpret it as follows: 

He (created) you through various degrees. You were first of all a seed, 
then a drop of blood. You became a piece of flesh and possessed 
bones, then you were born as a human being. Are not all these as- 
sorted and exemplary occurrences and changes shining proofs of the 
existence, power, and greatness of a Lord of Creation? Why do you 
not think of your own creation? 

As we see here, Muslim Qur'anic scholars agree that the interpreta- 
tion of Surah Nuh: 14 refers to the process involved in the development 
of the human being from the joining of a sperm and an egg. That the 
verse is to be interpreted in this way is clear from the principle of "in- 
terpreting Qur'anic verses in the light of other Qur'anic verses," be- 
cause in other verses Allah explains the stages of creation as being those 
inside the mother's womb. That is why atwaran has to be translated in 
this way. It is not justified to use the word as support for the theory of 


evolution, which tries to tie the origins of man to another living species. 


2. THE ERROR THAT THE QUR'AN CONTAINS 
SIGNS OF THE EVOLUTIONARY PROCESS 


There surely came over man a period of time when he was a thing 


not worth mentioning. (Qur'an, 76:1) 


The same people also use this verse as evidence for evolution. In 
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translations based on personal interpretation, the expression "When he 
was a thing not worth mentioning" is expressed as a statement of "pre- 
vious states before man became man." However, this claim is just as far 
from the truth as the first one. 


The Arabic part of the underlined section runs as follows: 


lam yakun shay’an madhkuran 


lam yakun : he was not 


madhkuran : mentioned 


Trying to use this expression as evidence for evolution is really 
forcing the words. In fact, Qur'anic scholars do not interpret this verse 
as indicating an evolutionary process. For example, Hamdi Yazir of 
Elmali makes the following comments: 


In the beginning were elements and minerals, then vegetable and ani- 
mal nutrients—"a kind of clay" (Qur'an, 23:12) were created out of them 
in stages. Then, something emerged very slowly and by stages from 
the sperm that was filtered from them. But that was not something 
called a human being. Just as mankind is not eternal, nor is his sub- 
stance; that emerged later. Man came into being long after the begin- 
ning of time and the creation of the universe.*° 

Omer Nasuhi Bilmen explains the verse in this way: 

These verses announce that Allah created man to see and hear out of 
a drop of water when he was not, and that He has set a test for 
him.... Mankind did not exist in the beginning, but was created later 
as a figured body out of a drop of water, soil, and clay. That person 
was not known at that time, his name and why he had been created 
were a mystery to the inhabitants of Earth and sky. He then began to 


be reminded that he has a soul.4” 


100 


WHY DARWINISM IS INCOMPATIBLE WITH THE QUR'AN 


Imam al-Tabari explains the verse as meaning: "Such a long period 
of time passed since the time of Adam that at that time he was not even 
a thing that had any worth and superiority. He was nothing but sticky 
and modified clay." 

For this reason, to see the expression of time in this verse as an evo- 


lutionary period is purely subjective. 


3. THE ERROR THAT CREATION OUT OF WATER 
INDICATES EVOLUTIONARY CREATION 


We created man from a mingled drop to test him, and We gave him 

(the gifts) of hearing and sight. (Qur'an, 76:2) 

Those who defend evolutionary creation try to show that the state- 
ments in many verses that man was created out of water are evidence 
that all living things emerged from water. 

However, such verses are always interpreted by Qur'anic scholars 
and commentators as referring to creation from the joining of a sperm 
and an egg. For instance, Muhammed Hamdi Yazir of Elmali comments 
on the above verse as follows: 

... he was created from a nutfah in the form of water. The nutfah is pure 

water. It also means seminal fluid. Nutfah and seminal fluid tradition- 

ally have the same meaning. But at the end of Surat al-Qiyamah it says 

"a nutfah in the ejected semen" (Qur'an, 75:37), thus stating that the 

nutfah is part of the semen. As it is reported in Sahih al-Muslim, 

"Children do not come from the entire fluid." And the hadith, speak- 

ing of every little part of the whole, does not say, "Every part of a 

fluid," but rather speaks of one part of "the whole fluid," and that a 

child does not come from the entire fluid, but from just one part of it. 

The nutfah is just one pure part of the semen.” 

Ibn al-Tabari interprets it as meaning, "We have created the de- 
scendants of Adam out of the mixing of male and female fertilizing flu- 


ids,"”? 
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Omer Nasuhi Bilmen explains it in this manner: 

... (We created man from a mingled drop.) We have formed him out 

of the male and female fluids that mix together. Yes... Human beings 

were, for a period of time, a nutfah, in other words, crystal clear, pure 

water, and then for a certain period of time, an ‘alag, in other words, a 

clot of blood, and then a mudgha, in other words, a lump of flesh. Later, 

bones are formed and wrapped around with flesh, and come to life...°! 

As we have seen from these explanations, there is no connection be- 
tween man's creation from "a mingled drop" and the theory of evolution's 
claim that man emerged by stages from a single cell that developed by 
chance in water. As all great Qur'anic scholars have stated, this verse 
draws our attention to the fact of creation inside the mother's womb. 

When we examine another verse where the stages of human cre- 
ation are discussed, the fundamental error in these comments is clearly 
revealed: 

Mankind! If you are in any doubt about the Rising, know that We 

created you from dust, then from a drop of sperm, then from a clot 

of blood, then from a lump of flesh, formed yet unformed, so We 
may make things clear to you. We make whatever We will to stay in 
the womb until a specified time, and then We bring you out as chil- 
dren so that you can reach your full maturity. Some of you die and 
some of you revert to the lowest form of life so that, after having 
knowledge, they then know nothing at all. And you see the ground 
dead and barren; then when We send down water onto it it quivers 
and swells and sprouts with luxuriant plants of every kind. (Qur'an, 

22:5) 

In this verse, the stages of the creation of a human being are de- 
scribed. Dust, i.e., substances both organic and inorganic, which are 
found in their elementary forms on and in the earth, is the raw material 
that includes the basic minerals and elements in the human body. The 


second stage is the coming together of these materials in the seminal 
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fluid, which is described in the Qur'an as a mingled drop. This drop 
contains the sperm that possesses the genetic information and structure 
necessary to fertilize the egg inside the mother's womb. In short, the 
raw material for a human being is (dust of) the earth, the essence of 
which is collected in a drop of seminal fluid in a manner that will bring 
about a human being. Following the water stage, a human being's de- 
velopmental stages inside the mother's womb are described in the 
Qur'an. The theory of evolution, on the other hand, assumes the exis- 
tence of millions of hypothetical stages (the first cell, single-celled crea- 
tures, multi-celled creatures, invertebrates, vertebrates, reptiles, 
mammals, primates, and countless similar stages) between the origina- 
tion of life in water to a human being's formation. In the sequence pre- 
sented by the verse, however, it is clear that there is no such logic or 
description, for a human being takes on the form of an 'alaq after he or 
she is in the form of a drop of water. 

For this reason, it is clear that the verse is not describing the differ- 
ent evolutionary stages undergone by a human being, but rather the 
stages of creation from before and inside the mother's womb right up to 
old age. 

Other verses stating that human beings and other living things 
were created from water also contain no meaning that could be used to 
support evolution. The following verses are among those that contain 
such statements: 

Do those who disbelieve not see that the heavens and Earth were 

sewn together and then We unstitched them, and that We made 

from water every living thing? So will they not believe? (Qur'an, 

21:30) 


Allah created every animal from water. Some of them go on their 


bellies, some of them on two legs, and some on four. Allah creates 


whatever He wills. Allah has power over all things. (Qur'an, 24:45) 


The verses below clearly state that the "drop of water" is semen: 
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He created the two sexes — male and female — out of a sperm-drop 


when it spurted forth (min nutfatin idha tumna); that He is respon- 


sible for the second existence. (Qur'an, 53:45-47) 


nutfatin : nutfah, sperm-drop 


: be spurted forth 


Was he not a drop of ejaculated sperm? (nutfatan min maniyin 
yumna) (Qur'an, 75:37) 


nutfatan : nutfah, a drop of water 


maniyin 


: being ejaculated 


Man has only to look at that from which he was created. He was cre- 
ated from a spurting fluid (Khuliqa min ma'in dafigin), emerging 


from between the backbone and the breastbone. (Qur'an, 86:5-7) 


khuliqa : was created 


: from 


: suddenly erupting, spurting, 
being caused to flow 


dafigin 
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Some Qur'anic commentators think that "the creation of living 
things from water" contains a meaning that parallels the theory of evo- 
lution. However, this view is seriously flawed. The verses reveal that 
water is the raw material for living things by saying that all living 
things were created from it. In fact, modern biology has revealed that 
water is the most fundamental component of all living bodies, for the 
human body is approximately 70 percent water. Water permits move- 
ment inside the cell, between cells, and between tissues. Without it, 


there would be no life. 


4. THE ERROR THAT CREATION FIRST FROM DUST 
AND THEN FROM WATER INDICATES 
EVOLUTIONARY CREATION 


.. Do you then disbelieve in Him Who created you from dust, then 
from a drop of sperm, and then formed you as a man? (Qur'an, 18:37) 
Imam al-Tabari comments on this verse as follows: 

.. Would you deny Allah, Who created your father Adam from dust, 
then created you from a man and a woman's fluids, then wrapped 
you in human form? Allah, Who gave you these things and made you 
what you are, brought you into being to make you another living 
thing after you die and return to soil.” 

Omer Nasuhi Bilmen's commentary on the same verse states: 

Do you deny the Almighty Allah Who created the Prophet Adam, the 
origin of your race and the cause of your creation, (from dust), Who 
then created you and (formed you as a man after creating you) from a 
nutfah and a drop of sperm, Who brought you into being as a complete 
human being as a result of different stages of life? Because denying the 
afterlife means denying the Almighty Allah, Who gives you the news 
that it will happen and Who has the power to make it happen. 


As these commentators indicate, using such verses as evidence for 
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evolutionary creation is no more than pure subjectivism, for they in no 
way bear the meanings that the evolutionists attribute to them. The ex- 
pression creation from dust describes the creation of Prophet Adam, 
and creation from water refers to the development of a human being, 
starting with the sperm. It is indicated in the verse below that Allah cre- 
ated a human being directly from dried clay. This verse, which de- 
scribes Prophet Adam's creation, does not speak of a stage: 

When your Lord said to the angels: "I am creating a human being 

out of dried clay formed from fetid black mud. When I have formed 

him and breathed My Spirit into him, fall down in prostration in 

front of him!" (Qur'an, 15:28-29) 

If the Qur'anic account of creation's stages is read carefully, bearing 
in mind the consecutive processes, it will be realized immediately that 
such an evolutionary view is incorrect. 

The Qur'an contains many verses indicating that Prophet Adam, 
peace be upon him, was not created through an evolutionary stage. One 
of them reads: 

The likeness of 'Isa in Allah's sight is the same as Adam. He created 

him from earth and then He said to him, "Be!" and he was. (Qur'an, 

3:59) 

The above verse states that Allah created Prophets Adam and 'Isa, 
peace be upon them, in the same way. As we stressed earlier, Prophet 
Adam was created with no parents, from the earth, at Allah's command 
"Be!" Prophet Jesus also was created without father, by Allah's Will ex- 
pressed through the command "Be!" By means of this command, 
Maryam, peace be upon her, became pregnant with Jesus: 

(Maryam) veiled herself from them. Then We sent Our Spirit to her, 

and it took on for her the form of a handsome, well-built man. She 

said: "I seek refuge from you with the All-Merciful, if you do your 
duty." He said: "I am only your Lord's messenger, so that He can give 


you a pure boy." She asked: "How can I have a boy when no man has 
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touched me and I am not an unchaste woman?" He replied: "It will 

be so! Your Lord says: 'That is easy for Me. It is so that We can make 

him a Sign for mankind and a mercy from Us.' It is a matter already 

decreed." (Qur'an, 19:17-21) 

In the other verses that refer to creation from water and earth, it is 
not man's evolutionary stages that are being described, but the stages of 
human creation before the womb, during it, and after birth. 

Mankind! If you are in any doubt about the Rising, know that We 


created you from dust, then from a drop of sperm, then from a clot 


of blood, then from a lump of flesh, formed yet unformed, so We 


may make things clear to you. We make whatever We will to stay in 


the womb until a specified time and then We bring you out as chil- 


dren so that you can reach your full maturity. Some of you die and 


some of you revert to the lowest form of life so that, after having 
knowledge, they then know nothing at all. And you see the ground 
dead and barren; then when We send down water onto it it quivers 
and swells and sprouts with luxuriant plants of every kind. (Qur'an, 
22:5) 


He created you from earth, then from a drop of sperm, then from a 


clot of blood, then He brings you out as infants, then so you may 


achieve full strength, then so you may become old men - though 
some of you may die before that time - so that you may reach a pre- 
determined age and so that hopefully you will use your intellect. 
(Qur'an, 40:67) 


Out of a sperm—drop when it spurted forth (Qur'an, 53:46) 


5. THE ERROR THAT THE FIRST MAN 
WAS CREATED OVER TIME 


Your Lord said to the angels, "I am going to create a human being 


out of clay." (Qur'an, 38:71) 
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Another error in evolutionary creation stems from the faulty inter- 
pretation of the above verse. Evolutionists claim that the underlined 
phrase above indicates a slow creation over time. However, the original 
Arabic makes it clear that this is a purely subjective view and entirely 
contradictory: 

"inni khaliqun basharan min tinin" means "I am He Who created a 

human being out of clay." 

The verse says nothing like "I am creating." In fact, the verse con- 
tinues, "When I have formed him and breathed My Spirit into him, 
fall down in prostration to him!" It is clear from this that the verb cre- 
ate here takes place in a single instant. 

Indeed, no Qur'anic scholar translates it as "I am creating." For in- 
stance, a Turkish Muslim scholar, Suleyman Ates's commentary reads: 

Your Lord told the angels "I am going to create a human being out of 

clay." 

Allah told the angels He was going to create a human being out of pu- 

trid clay. After giving the clay human form and breathing His Own 

Spirit into him, he told the angels to prostrate before him. They all did 

so. Only Satan did not prostrate himself to man's ancestor, saying that 

he who was created from fire was better than a human being created 
from clay. 

Imam al-Tabari translates the same verse as, "I am going to create 
a human being out of clay," and provides this commentary: 

... The Lord once told the angels, "I am going to create a human being 

out of clay. When I create him, order his form, and breathe My Spirit 

into him, you will prostrate before him."™ 

Those who defend evolutionary creation also cite the following 
verse to support the thesis that human beings were created through a 
process: 

He Who has created all things in the best possible way. He com- 


menced the creation of man from clay. (Qur'an, 32:7) 
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According to such peoples' interpretations, the underlined expres- 
sion refers to a process, in this case an evolutionary process. Yet it does 
not actually refer to such a thing at all. As we have stressed throughout 
this book, a great many verses describe in detail Allah's creation from 
nothing, and none of them can be interpreted to mean an evolutionary 
process. The following verses stress that Allah is in a constant state of 
creation. 

He Who originates creation and then regenerates it and provides for 

you from out of heaven and earth. Is there another god besides 

Allah? Say: "Bring your proof if you are being truthful." (Qur'an, 

27:64) 

Have they not seen how Allah brings creation out of nothing, then 

reproduces it? That is easy for Allah. (Qur'an, 29:19) 

Allah originates creation, then will regenerate it, and then you will 

be returned to Him. (Qur'an, 30:11) 

Allah's constant creation of every detail in the universe does not 
imply evolution. Like the other such interpretations, this one is very 
forced. Moreover, when the Qur'an is taken as a whole, such an asser- 
tion is found to have no true basis. Omer Nasuhi Bilmen interprets the 
verse to mean "... He created the Prophet Adam from earth," and 
Imam al-Tabari as "He commenced the creation of Adam from clay."* 

Evolutionist Muslims cite the verses below, especially the under- 
lined part, to support their case: 

O man! What has deluded you in respect of your Noble Lord? He 


Who created you and formed you and proportioned you and assem- 


bled you in whatever way He willed. (Qur'an, 82:6-8) 

Yet it would be forcing the verse's meaning to say that it refers to 
an evolutionary process. In fact, Hamdi Yazir of Elmali interprets the 
verse as follows: 


"The Lord created you. It is clear that creation here means bring- 
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ing into being prior to ordering the body and the organs, giving mea- 
sure and form and bringing the parts together. We are also told that ex- 
istence, the essence of every blessing, is the most important Divine 
Favor and Kindness. 

He then ordered your body and organs. It is stated that "He cre- 
ated you from dust, then from a drop of sperm, then formed you as a 
man" (Qur'an, 18:37) and, as in many other verses, that man was 
brought to the stage at which he could have the soul breathed into him 
in stages; He ordered your body, organs, and powers, and gave you har- 
mony and moderation. There are two interpretations here, one originat- 
ing from ‘adl and the other from ta’dil. Since they both mean "balancing" 
and "normalizing," several interpretations have been made stating that 
the "creation in order" has been made perfect. 

According to the account by Mugatil, the expression in Surat at- 

Qiyama: 4 that "We are well able to reshape his fingers," means that 

the body is well-proportioned and orderly, as the matching and de- 

tails of the twin organs (e.g., the eyes, ears, hands, and feet) is known 
from anatomy.” 

According to Abu Ali Farisi, the expression "He proportioned you" 
actually means "He shaped you in the most beautiful form, and with 
this proportion gave you the capacity to perceive reason, ideas and 
might, and gave you dominion over plants and other living things. 
He brought you forth in a state of maturity far exceeding that of the 
other beings in the world." This is compatible with the meanings of 
"When I have formed him and breathed My Spirit into him" (Qur'an, 
15:29) and "favored them greatly over many We have created" (Qur'an, 
17:70). All of these are a blessing and kindness from Allah.* 

Omer Nasuhi Bilmen interprets the verse in these terms: 

Yes. Your Lord (Who created you) gave you form from nothingness 

(then shaped you), gave you sound and perfect organs (and propor- 


tioned you). He proportioned your organs, with a pleasing beauty 


The Errors of Those Who Use Qur'anic Verses to "Prove" Evolution 


and natural disposition.” 


Imam al-Tabari states that Surat al-Infitar: 7 refers to man being 
created within an order: 

Oh Man, the Lord Who created you made that creation ordered and 

produced you in a healthy, ordered and correct form. (In other words 

he created a complete human being with ordered height, sound di- 

mensions and in the best possible form and appearance.) Allah pro- 


duced you with the beauty or ugliness He saw fit. 


As can be seen from the above accounts, the statements are very | 
clear; they point to Allah's sound, ordered, and complete creation of the | 
first man. Similar statements are in fact to be found in many other 
verses. For instance, Surat as-Sajda: 7-9 says: 

He Who has created all things in the best possible way. He com- 

menced the creation of man from clay; then produced his seed from 

an extract of base fluid; then (He) formed him and breathed His 

Spirit into him and gave you hearing, sight and hearts. What little 

thanks you show! (Qur'an, 32: 7-9) 

The word "creation" was first used in these verses, which then 
went on to say that He created eyes, ears, and hearts. Thus, we are being 
told that all of these stages happened at the same time; in other words, 
that the first man's eyes, ears, and hearts were created together, and that 
he was created in one moment. It is a grave error to interpret these 
verses as referring to human evolution. In fact, the great Islamic schol- 
ars all agree about this verse's interpretation. For instance, Imam al- 
Tabari says: 

... He then brought forth man as a complete being in an ordered form, 

then breathed his soul into him, and thus made him a speaking crea- 

ture ... He gave the ears with which you hear, the eyes with which you 
see, and the hearts with which you distinguish between right and 


wrong, and you must give thanks for these gifts ...°! 


Omer Nasuhi Bilmen's interpretation reads: "The Lord ordered 
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man who started to take form, completed his body while it was still in 
his mother's womb, and formed it in the appropriate manner (and then 
breathed His Spirit into it). In other words, He gave him life and in- 
spired the vital force in his soul ... The Lord gave you such beneficial 
powers (hearing) that thanks to these you hear the words spoken to 
you, and created your eyes and hearts with which you see what is 
around you and distinguish between what is beneficial and what is not. 


Each of these is a great divine blessing." 


6. THE ERROR THAT PROPHET ADAM 
WAS NOT THE FIRST MAN 


Another claim put forward regarding evolutionary creation is that 
Prophet Adam, peace be upon him, may not have been the first man 
and may not even have been a human being. (We absolve Prophet 
Adam, peace be upon him). The following verse is presented as evi- 
dence for this: 


When your Lord said to the angels, "I will create a vicegerent on 


Earth," they said, "Why put on it one who will cause corruption on it 

and shed blood when we glorify You with praise and proclaim Your 

purity?" He said, "I know what you do not know." (Qur'an, 2:30) 

Those who support this claim say that the Arabic verb ja‘ala in the 
expression "I will create a vicegerent" means "to appoint." In other 
words, they suggest that Prophet Adam was not the first man, but that 
he was "appointed" as a vicegerent among many people. However, in 
the Qur'an, this verb has the following meanings: 

To create, invent, translate, make, place and render 

Some examples of Qur'anic verses where ja‘ala is used are: 


He created you from a single self, then produced (ja'ala) its mate 


from it, and sent down livestock to you — eight kinds in pairs... 
(Qur'an, 39:6) 
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Say: "He brought you into being and gave (ja‘ala) you hearing, sight 

and hearts. What little thanks you show! (Qur'an, 67:23) 

(Do you not see how He) placed the moon as a light in them and 

made (ja'la) the sun a blazing lamp? (Qur'an, 71:16) 

Allah has spread (ja'la) the ground out as a carpet for you (Qur'an, 

71:19) 

As can be seen from the above verses, ja’ala has various meanings. 
Furthermore, several verses state that Prophet Adam, peace be upon 
him, was created from dust. These verses make it clear that Prophet 
Adam, peace be upon him, was not just one man among many, but that 
he possessed a special and different creation. 

The Qur'an reveals another important fact about Prophet Adam: 
his removal from the Garden of Eden. It says in the verses: 

Children of Adam! Do not let Satan tempt you into trouble, as He 

expelled your parents from the Garden, stripping them of their cov- 

ering, and disclosing to them their private parts. He and his tribe see 
you from where you do not see them. We have made the demons 


friends of those who do not believe. (Qur'an, 7:27) 


We said: "Adam, live in the Garden, you and your wife, and eat 

freely from it wherever you will. But do not approach this tree and 

so become wrongdoers." But Satan made them slip up by means of 
it, expelling them from where they were. We said: "Go down from 
here as enemies to each other! You will have residence on Earth and 

enjoyment for a time." (Qur'an, 2:35-36) 

The verses' statements are perfectly clear. Allah created Prophet 
Adam, peace be upon him, from dust. Prophet Adam is a special cre- 
ation that emerged first from his existence in heaven and then from his 
removal from it. Yet evolutionist Muslims ignore this evident truth and 
maintain that "heaven" here refers not to the Heaven in the hereafter but 
to a beautiful area on Earth, despite the fact that the Qur'an specifies 


many features of the heaven in which Prophet Adam was created. For 
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example, that Heaven contains both angels and the devil, and the angels 

speak with Allah. It is a mistake to produce forced interpretations and 

seek evidence of evolution when the verses are so clear on this matter. 
Many verses state that all people are descended from Prophet 


Adam, peace be upon him. As the Qur'an tells us: 


When your Lord took out all their descendants from the loins of the 

children of Adam and made them testify against themselves "Am I 

not your Lord?" they said: "We testify that indeed You are!" Lest you 

say on the Day of Rising: "We knew nothing of this." Or lest you say: 

"Our forefathers associated others with Allah before our time, and 

we are merely descendants coming after them. So are You going to 

destroy us for what those purveyors of falsehood did?" (Qur'an, 

7:172-173) 

Prophet Adam, peace be upon him, was the first man and Allah's 
first messenger. The verses are so clear on this matter that there is no 
need for any commentary. All that people have to do is read the Qur'an 
with a sincere heart and listen to their conscience. Allah will reveal the 


truth to those who read the verses with that intent. 


7. THE ERROR THAT THE "FOREFATHERS" 
MENTIONED IN THE QUR'AN REFER TO 
EVOLUTIONARY ANCESTORS 


Another matter that Muslim evolutionists try to portray as evi- 
dence for their claims is the expression our forefathers, which appears 
in several verses. According to their erroneous interpretation, this ex- 
pression refers directly to man's primitive ancestors. Their rationale for 
this is that the word forefathers appears in the plural in the Qur'an. Two 


of the verses in question read: 


He (Musa) said, "Your Lord and the Lord of your forefathers, the 
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previous peoples." (Qur'an, 26:26) 


There is no god but Him - He gives life and causes to die — your 
Lord and the Lord of your forefathers, the previous peoples. 
(Qur'an, 44:8) 

However, this is a forced claim because the use of the word in the 
plural form is familiar and definitely cannot be used as a basis for an 
evolutionist interpretation. 

This expression occurs in many other verses, among them Surat al- 
Bagara: 133. Here, "forefathers" does not refer to any evolutionary 
process, but to preceding generations. In the same way, the term "fore- 
fathers, the previous peoples" in the past refers to past generations. The 
expression carries no evolutionary meaning: 

Or were you present when death came to Ya'qub and he said to his 

sons, "What will you worship when I have gone?" They said, "We 


will worship your God, the God of your forefathers, Ibrahim, 


Isma'il and Ishaq — one God. We are Muslims submitted to Him." 


(Qur'an, 2:133) 


8. THE ERROR ABOUT THE FORM 
OF HUMAN CREATION 


Allah caused you to grow from the earth, and then will return you to 

it and bring you out again. (Qur'an, 71:17-18) 

Evolutionist Muslims view this verse as a vital foundation upon 
which they can base their views. The expression "Allah caused you to 
grow from the earth" is presented as evidence for inorganic evolution. 
As is clearly indicated in the verse's interpretation, however, it ex- 
presses the creation of the first human being from earth. Hamdi Yazir of 


Elmali offers the same interpretation: 


There are two aspects to the verse. The first is that saying He created 
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you from earth means that He created your father from earth, and 

began the process of creating your race by creating him from earth. 

The other is that he created all of you from earth, because Allah creates 

us from nourishment, from plants, from earth. 

Omer Nasuhi Bilmen offers this interpretation of Surah Nuh 17-18: 

O people! Consider this. Allah made you like a plant from earth. In 

other words, "He has created Adam, your forefather, from earth, or 

your essential substance (zygote) came into existence from plants and 
several food stuffs growing in the earth. People then grow and live. 

(Then) O people, He will return you to it. In other words: When you 

die, you will return to the earth and become part of the soil. (And) 

Then He will take you out of the graves and drive you all to the 

Judgment Day. These are facts.“ 

Imam al-Tabari's commentary states that: "Allah created you from 
dust of the earth. He made you from nothing.... He will later return you 
to your original states, to the earth. You will return to how you were be- 
fore you were created. He can bring you back from the earth alive when 
He chooses." 

As we have seen from these interpretations by Qur'anic scholars, 
this verse cannot serve as a basis for evolutionary creation. 

What is more, the claim of inorganic evolution has no scientific 
basis. The idea that lifeless substances could come together to form life 
is an unscientific one that has not been confirmed by any experiment or 
observation. Quite the contrary: French biologist Louis Pasteur (1822- 
95) showed that life can only come from life. This shows that life was 
definitely consciously created. In other words, Allah created all living 
things. (For more detail about the scientific proof and evolutionist de- 
ceptions on this subject please refer to The Evolution Deceit by Harun 
Yahya, Taha Publishers, London, 1999, and Darwinism Refuted by Harun 
Yahya, Goodword Publishers, New Delhi, 2003) 


The Errors of Those Who Use Qur'anic Verses to "Prove" Evolution 


9. THE ERROR THAT THE QUR'AN POINTS 
TO NATURAL SELECTION 


One of evolution's most fundamental claims is that natural selec- 
tion is an evolutionary force. As we saw in earlier chapters, natural se- 
lection is an evolutionist deception that maintains that the strong 
survive while the weak are eliminated over time. 

However, modern science shows that natural selection has no evo- 
lutionary force and cannot cause species to develop or new ones to ap- 
pear. However, these scientific facts, which Darwinists choose to ignore 
because of their materialist concerns, also are ignored by Muslim evolu- 
tionists. Some Muslim circles support this dogmatic Darwinist view 
and even try to provide extremely forced Qur'anic evidence for it. For 
example: 

Your Lord creates and chooses whatever He wills. The choice is not 

theirs. Glory be to Allah! He is exalted above anything they associ- 

ate with Him! (Qur'an, 28:68) 

This verse reveals those to whom Allah will show the true path 
and those prophets He will announce as messengers. It is a great mis- 
take to say that the verse points toward evolutionary natural selection. 

Qur'anic scholars unanimously agree on this interpretation. For in- 
stance, Imam al-Tabari offers the following commentary: 

Your Lord creates what He wills out of His servants, and selects those 

He chooses to follow the true path. They have no right of choice in 

the matter. They have no right to choose to do as they wish. ..° 

The great scholar Omer Nasuhi Bilmen offers this interpretation: 

In those holy verses, Allah declares His creative Power, that He favors 

and chooses whom He wishes, His Wisdom and Might, His Unity, His 

meriting praise and splendor, His Divine Command, and that all His 
servants will be summoned to His spiritual Presence. In other words, 


no one can prevent the Almighty's favoring and choosing in any way. 
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Whatever His servants choose is not effective on their own. With all 
due respect, Allah is not obliged to create what they favor and prefer. 
Allah does not send His prophets upon the preference and opinion of 
the people to whom He has sent His prophets, but only upon His di- 
vine Preference. Only He knows how and by which means goodness 
and prosperity will manifest. He has no partners, nothing may exist 
against His eternal Will, and no one's will may be against His exalted 
Determining and Selecting.©” 

Hamdi Yazir of Elmali interprets the verse as follows: 

Your Lord creates and selects what He chooses. In other words, He 
creates what He wills and chooses those He wills from whom He 
has created. He imposes upon them such duties as prophethood and 
intercession. They have no choice in the matter. Apart from those 
Allah chooses, they have no right to select other partners or interces- 


sors.®8 
A second verse that evolutionist Muslims offer is: 


Praise be to Allah, the Bringer into Being of the heavens and Earth, He 
who made the angels messengers, with wings — two, three, or four. He 
adds to creation in any way He wills. Allah has power over all things. 
(Qur'an, 35:1) 


Such Muslims suggest the verse is evidence for evolutionary devel- 
opment. However, they have to twist the verse's true meaning in order to 
derive such a meaning. It also conflicts with reason and logic, for the verse 
talks about the creation of the angels. Imam al-Tabari interprets the verse 
as follows: "He can increase the number of an angel's wings to the extent 
that He wills. He can carry out the same process in all living things. 
Creation and command are in His hands." Omer Nasuhi Bilmen agrees, 


"He is so powerful that He decides on angels’ wings and powers." 
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10. THE ERROR OF SHOWING THE QUR'AN 
AS EVIDENCE FOR MUTATION 


Just as with natural selection, evolutionist Muslims misinterpret 
and force Qur'anic verses when it comes to mutation. 

However, to think that a natural mechanism that has nothing but 
destructive effects could be evidence for evolution is a terrible error. No 
evolutionary effect of mutation has ever been observed. (For more de- 
tail on the scientific evidence about this subject, please see Darwinism 
Refuted by Harun Yahya, Goodword Publishers, New Delhi, 2003, 
Evolution Deceit by Harun Yahya, Taha Publishers, London, 1999) The 
important thing here is the evidence that evolutionist Muslims who be- 
lieve that mutation is a mechanism of evolution try to offer from the 
Qur'an. They completely twist some verses away from their actual 


meaning. The verses in question read: 


If We willed, We could transform them where they stand so they 


would neither be able to go out nor return. (Qur'an, 36:67) 


You are well aware of those of you who broke the Sabbath. We said 


to them, "Be apes, despised, cast out." (Qur'an, 2:65) 


When they were insolent about what they had been forbidden to do, 
We said to them, "Be apes, despised, cast out!" (Qur'an, 7:166) 


Say: "Shall I tell you of a reward with Allah far worse than that: that of 
those whom Allah has cursed and with whom He is angry — turning 


some of them into monkeys and into pigs — and who worshipped false 


gods? Such people are in a worse situation and further from the right 
way." (Qur'an, 5:60) 

So He (Musa) threw down his staff and there it was, unmistakably a 
snake. (Qur'an, 7:107) 

Unless someone believes that it is necessary to twist and force the 


truth to find some Qur'anic evidence for evolution, it is impossible to see 
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the verses as any kind of evidence for mutation. 

The first four verses speak of the miraculous way in which Allah 
changes living things' bodies. The subject of the fifth verse is not even liv- 
ing, which makes it impossible to suggest it undergoes mutation. 
Evolutionist Muslims' portrayal of these verses as evidence for evolution 
shows just how corrupt, forced, and un-Islamic the idea of evolutionary 


creation truly is. 


11. THE ERROR THAT THERE IS A FAMILIAL 
CONNECTION BETWEEN MAN 
AND APE IN THE QUR'AN 


One verse that is often wrongly interpreted during debates on evo- 
lution, and which is interpreted by some individuals as indicating that 
theory, is the verse regarding Allah's turning a group of Jews into mon- 
keys: 

You are well aware of those of you who broke the Sabbath. We said 

to them, "Be apes, despised, cast out." We made it an exemplary pun- 

ishment for those there then, and those coming afterwards, and a 

warning to the heedful. (Qur'an, 2:65-66) 

This cannot be construed in a manner parallel to the theory of evo- 
lution, for: 

1) The punishment mentioned might be in a spiritual sense. In 
other words, it is possible that the Jews in question were compared to 
monkeys in the sense of character and not in their actual physical ap- 
pearance. 

2) If the punishment in question did happen physically, that would 
be a miracle outside the laws of nature. We are talking about a sudden, 
supernatural miracle by the will of Allah here, a conscious creation. 
Evolution proposes that different species turned into each other over 


millions of years, by chance and in stages. For this reason, this Qur'anic 
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account has nothing to do with the scenario put forward by those who 
support evolution. 

In fact, the following verse reads: "We made it an exemplary pun- 
ishment for those who were living at that time and those who will 
come later, and a warning to the heedful." This verse indicates that the 
people in question were turned into apes as a warning to those who will 
come later. 

3) This punishment happened only once and to a limited number 
of people, whereas the theory of evolution puts forward the illogical 
and unscientific scenario that apes are related to all people. 

4) The verse says that human beings were turned into apes; evolu- 
tion says that it happened the other way around. 

5) Qur'an, 5:60 relates that a deviant community incurred Allah's 
wrath and was turned into apes and pigs. It reads: 

Say: "Shall I tell you of something with Allah far worse than that: 

that of those whom Allah has cursed and with whom He is angry — 

turning some of them into monkeys and into pigs — and who wor- 
shipped false deities? Such people are in a worse situation and fur- 

ther from the right way." (Qur'an, 5:60) 

In this situation, the web of flawed logic that we have been consid- 
ering throughout this book produces the unrealistic conclusion that the 
verse contains not only an evolutionary link between human beings 
and apes, but also between human beings and pigs! Not even the evo- 
lutionists claim that there is such a link between humans and pigs. 

As we have seen so far, the claim that some verses point toward 
evolution is an error that contradicts not only the Qur'an but also the 


theses of the theory of evolution itself. 


CHAPTER 5 


WHAT TF DARWINISM 
IS NOT PERCEIVED 
AS A MENACE? 


he preceding chapters touched upon the errors 
into which some Muslims who support evolu- 
tion have fallen. Another point that needs to 
be considered, however, is that the theory rep- 
resents a hidden danger to others, even 
though they do not actually believe in it. 
Muslims who regard evolution as a harmless 
theory, even though it is completely opposed 
to the fact of creation, and then stand by and watch it develop are actu- 
ally helping it gain a wider and stronger hold on society. Thus, they are 
allowing atheism to grow stronger. For this reason, Muslims must un- 
derstand the philosophy beneath the theory. Evolution is a supposedly 
"scientific" expression of materialist philosophy. Materialist philosophy, 
in turn, actually means atheism. 
This means that each and every Muslim must wage a war of ideas 


against atheism. 


Those Who Think That Darwinism 
Is Not a Threat fre Wrong 


Some Muslims maintain that evolution is a thing of the past and is 
no longer accepted, and therefore does not pose a serious threat from 
the viewpoint of Islam. As a result, they see no need to expose its false- 
hoods and unscientific claims. They claim that "Darwinism is dead." 

Contrary to what such people think, however, many people still 
support evolution because of its philosophical implications, even 
though it is scientifically bankrupt.”! Darwinists are still exceedingly in- 


fluential in many countries, universities, the media, and schools. In fact, 


What If Darwinism Is Not Perceived as a Menace? 


Darwinism remains active on the global stage, by dominating the acad- 
emia, international media, and the worldview of the ruling elite. 
Evolutionists can exert a significant degree of pressure upon the 
scientific world. One-sided comments are made in scientific publica- 
tions and in the media, and evolution is portrayed as absolute truth. 
The media in particular, which influences a large section of society, de- 
scribes every fossilized bone that is found as a new proof for evolution. 
It is backed by Darwinist academics in schools and universities. 
Scientists who believe in God find their careers blighted and, because 
they reject Darwinism, their books and articles are not published. 
Furthermore, they are accused of dogmatism and backwardness. If sci- 
entists in Western countries wish to build an academic career, they must 
turn a blind eye to Darwinism and even support it, whether they want 
to or not. Otherwise, it will be very difficult to rise in their chosen pro- 
fession.” 
One of the most prominent scientific critics of this theory is Phillip 
E. Johnson, a professor of law at the University of California-Berkeley 
and the intellectual leader of the Intelligent Design movement,” who 
describes how the theory is used as a weapon against true belief: 
The leaders of science see themselves as locked in a desperate battle 
against religious fundamentalists, 
a label which they tend to apply 
broadly to anyone who believes in 
a Creator who plays an active role 
in a worldly affairs. These funda- 
mentalists are seen as a threat to 
liberal freedom, and especially as a 
threat to public support for scien- 
tific research. As the creation myth 


of scientific naturalism, 


Darwinism plays an indispensable 


Prof. Phillip Johnson 
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ideological role in the war 
against fundamentalism. For that 
reason, the scientific organiza- 
tions are devoted to protecting 
Darwinism rather than testing it, 
and the rules of scientific investi- 
gation have been shaped to help 


them succeed.”4 

Using this "intellectual dicta- 
torship," evolutionists turn some 
universities into nests of Darwinist 
education that produce graduates 


who believe that materialist philoso- 


phy is science. They think that the 
right to education needs to be taken Prof. Dr. Ali Demirsoy 

away from believers in God. One of 

the clearest examples of this was seen in the angry attitude of Ali 
Demirsoy, a Turkish evolutionist and professor, during a televised de- 
bate about evolution. He uttered statements along the lines of "No sci- 
entist who believes in God should be allowed in a university. I would 
throw believers out of universities." Such statements clearly reveal the 
evolutionists' prejudiced attitudes. 

Muslims may be overly optimistic, because they are unaware of 
the situation's true facts, and therefore unable to perceive Darwinism as 
a threat. However, materialists and especially Marxists are waging a se- 
rious war against religion by means of the "scientific" backing they re- 
ceive from Darwinism. That is why Muslims need to free themselves 
from the error of thinking that Darwinism is finished as quickly as pos- 
sible. At a time when evolutionists are waging a global war of ideas 
against religion, it is a mistake to say that the theory is dead and to see 


Darwinism as harmless. 


What If Darwinism Is Not Perceived as a Menace? 


Avoiding the War of Ideas Just 
Strengthens Darwinism 


Those who think that Darwinism is dead or represents no danger, 
who spread that idea in their own circles are, consciously or not, help- 
ing the theory gain new ground. When they put forward that opinion, 
people form the idea that there is no such danger. Moreover, it prevents 
the growth of any ideological and scientific sensitivity to Darwinist pro- 
paganda, falsehoods, and suggestions, which means that precautions 
cannot be taken. 

People who believe in evolution continue to prepare the ground- 
work, albeit with outdated facts, and fiercely defend the theory at every 
available opportunity. They try to keep their ideas alive, even by false- 
hood and distortion. Since many Muslims do not think that the theory 
represents a danger, they do not read or learn about it and thus cannot 
respond intelligently to the evolutionists with whom they come into 
contact. 

Yet it is easy to learn and grasp this theory's invalidity, for it is a 
nineteenth-century thesis that has lost all scientific justification. 
Furthermore, scientific data on the origin of the universe and life — such 
as the "fine tuning" of the universe (also known as the Anthropic 
Principle), the complexity of life at the molecular level, the complex in- 
formation in life's origin, and the sudden appearance of very distinct 
life forms in the fossil record confirm the fact of creation. However, as 
long as the faithful fail to research or learn about these advances, they 
will continue to lack the knowledge to respond intelligently to evolu- 
tionists. Therefore, they struggle to respond with false logic and erro- 
neous information and examples. Before Muslims make use of the vast 
literature dealing with the falsity of Darwinist ideas, they must realize 
the present danger and believe in the necessity of a war of ideas. 


Given this reality, evolutionary creationists who believe that 
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Darwinism poses no danger are, in a sense, responsible for the way that 
Muslims remain silent in the face of Darwinists. We say this because 
even though they do not regard chance as a creative force and they be- 
lieve in Allah, they lack the facts needed to adopt a valid and consistent 
approach when confronted with evolutionist claims. And so they seek 
for a middle way between those claims and their own beliefs. As a re- 
sult, they put forward such ideas as "Allah created living things by 
means of evolution" or "Evolution is compatible with religion." 

However, as this book has explained, this situation is unacceptable 
to any Muslim who truly believes in Allah. Evolutionists claim to speak 
in the name of science, but, in reality, they are lying in its name. That is 
why Muslims must not give credence to that deception, with its "scien- 
tific" external appearance, but should look at the ideologies that the the- 
ory serves. Failure to perceive the atheist philosophy and structure 
upon which this theory is based, as well as believing it to be true, mean 
surrendering to it and sharing part of the blame for all the harm that 
Darwinism inflicts upon mankind. Without being aware of it, such 
Muslims are inflicting great harm upon society. 

This is why Muslim evolutionists must reconsider the ideas that 
they support. Surrendering to the other side, while knowing that it is 
wrong and an unproven and thoroughly discredited theory, and trying 
to adapt Islam to Darwinism are unacceptable options. We must not for- 
get that all Muslims are obligated to wage a war of ideas to overthrow 
any idea that denies Allah's existence and to use the truth to destroy 
falsehood. Evading that responsibility, seeking common ground with 
atheists, and making concessions to the other side or giving in to their 
ideas are all grave errors. 

For example, in a society where communism is widespread, the 
duty of a Muslim is not to "Islamicize" communism. Such a path brings 
no benefits to religion, but merely serves the interests of communism. 


The duty of a Muslim is to overthrow communism as a philosophy, at- 
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tack it on the level of ideas, and to demonstrate the truth of Islam. 

In the same way, it is not a Muslim's duty to "Islamicize" 
Darwinism, but to overthrow that great lie on the level of ideas and to 
show the truth of creation. This is why Muslims must act consciously 
and not support Darwinism, which is the basis of all atheist philoso- 


phies. 


Darwinism Poses a Threat to Society 

Nobody who thinks in an unbiased, honest, and free manner can 
genuinely believe that unconscious atoms came together by chance, or- 
ganized themselves, and finally brought about people who think, rea- 
son, feel, see, hear, establish civilizations, make discoveries, create 
works of art, rejoice, feel sorrow, or even study the atoms that compose 
their own bodies under the electron microscope. Yet this is the irrational 
belief that Darwin's theory imposes upon people. Despite the scientific 
terminology they use, that is the essence of Darwinist logic. 

People who accept such "logic" begin to lose their powers of ratio- 
nal analysis and judgment. After accepting the most impossible sce- 
nario as quite logical, they become unable to see the most obvious 
proofs of religious faith. Such people, who have lost the ability to think 
and to see the most obvious truths, to understand the suggestions and 
propaganda to which they are subjected for what they are, and who 
blindly accept that idea just because the majority do so, can easily be 
drawn in any direction. After arriving at that stage, such people cannot 
even use their own intelligence, a condition that makes it much easier to 
give them a gun and send them off to be a terrorist or else convince 
them that "Darwin says that this person belongs to an inferior race, so 
you may kill him or her." 

In fact, the damage done to young people by Darwinism in many 


countries is seen to be irreversible. Hooligans in England, neo-Nazis in 
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Germany, the skinheads in America, and the majority of young people 
throughout the world have lost all human qualities. Such people, who 
are killers and monsters, are living examples of Darwinism's danger. 
The reason why such countries are having terrible trouble with their 
young people is that those young people received a Darwinist educa- 
tion. 

We must be aware that people raised in this way will bring nothing 
but harm to the societies in which they find themselves. One day, 
today's young people will be adults, administrators, diplomats, and 
teachers. So if we hope to see a modern, scientifically advanced and ra- 
tional civilization in the future, we must educate our young people with 
that aim in mind. This can be done only if we free our young people 
from Darwinist ideas and falsehoods and explain to them that they are 
not evolved animals, but rather God created them, have a soul, and pos- 
sess the greatest knowledge among all living things. In other words, we 


must tell them the truth. 


Ruling elites that teach 
Darwinism to their young 
people as a scientific fact 
encourage aggression in 
them as well as the lie that 
it is necessary to fight to 
win the supposed "struggle 
for survival." 
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If young people know that they have been created with an honor- 
able and superior soul and consciousness, they will behave accordingly. 
If they are made to believe that they have evolved from animals, share a 
common ancestor with apes, and other similar ideas, they will look at 
life as a fight and resort to all methods to win it. A selfish and irrespon- 
sible generation, capable of all kinds of cruelty and with no concept of 
tolerance, love, respect, or brotherhood will then emerge. In any case, 
they will see themselves and other people as essentially valueless due 
to their belief that all people are descended from animals. Believing that 
there is no point in leading an honorable and moral life, they will self- 
ishly display all kinds of wickedness and immorality. 

What needs to be done, therefore, is to eliminate the dictatorship of 
evolutionist concepts and theories in schools, books, the press and the 
media, social platforms — in short, everywhere — and to direct people to- 
ward the rationality and deep thinking demanded by both the Qur'an 


and science. 


Countries that raise terrorists by their 
own hands due to this mistaken educa- 
tion policy then try to round up these 
“robots of death." The true solution, 
however, is to provide these young peo- 
ple with an education that contains no 
trace of Darwin's ideas, all of which 
have been proven false and unfounded 
by modern scientific discoveries. 


\ 


U CONCLUSION 


As this book has stressed, evolution and its supporters are totally 
trapped because science comprehensively rejects Darwinism. 
Evolutionists are aware of this and, as a result, are in a great panic. Thus 
they are attacking those who defend the truth of creation in discussion 
programs, panels, and everywhere else. But as they have no answers, 
they only try to regain the verbal high ground. 

The logic of "Let's not confuse religion with science, for belief is 
one thing but the fact of evolution another" is intended to break Muslim 
unity and weaken their resistance. The true message of those who sug- 
gest this way of thinking is, "There is a real world, and this can be un- 
derstood by means of science, which shows that there is no such thing 
as creation, although everyone is at liberty to have his or her own indi- 
vidual beliefs." But this is also a great deception, for it is an obvious fact 
that Allah created the universe and all living and non-living things. 
Every detail in the universe is another proof of His creation. In reality, 
there is no evidence for the theory of evolution other than "individual 
belief" and opinion. Muslims must be aware of the deceptive sugges- 
tion that tries to show that the truth of creation is also an "individual be- 
lief." 

Such a suggestion is easily defeated, as we read in the following 
verse: 

Rather We hurl the truth against falsehood and it cuts right through 

it and it vanishes clean away! Woe without end for you for what you 

portray! (Qur'an, 21:18) 

Behind some Muslims' efforts to reconcile evolution with religion 


lie the doubts, defeatism, lack of information, and uncertainty that they 


Conclusion 


feel when confronted with evolution. Yet such defeatism is totally un- 
necessary, for evolutionists have no scientific backing or evidence with 
which to defend their theory. They engage in demagogy because of 
their dogmatic insistence on their theory, and try to silence their oppo- 
nents by means of psychological pressure. Their position is actually 
hopeless. 

Evolutionist Muslims cannot see this because they are unaware of 
the latest scientific developments. People who lack current information 
on the subject naturally believe the theory of evolution to be true. Lack 
of information can easily be resolved, however, through reading books 
and other publications on the subject. Muslims who have detailed in- 
formation about the theory of evolution cannot remain silent or uncer- 
tain in the face of the evolutionists’ claims. Along with this, thinking 
about Allah's creation and the flawless art permeating the universe, 
clinging tightly to the Qur'an, and understanding the nature of the 
truths revealed in the Qur'an are the easiest ways of freeing oneself 
from those influences. 

Many Muslims may already accept and even defend evolution for 
the reasons given throughout this book. However, Islamic morality 
calls upon Muslims to head back to the true path the instant they realize 
that they have gone astray. Supporting Darwinist thinking before one 
comes to realize the serious harm that it can lead to is not at all the same 
thing as continuing to support it after one has realized the danger of 
doing so. One can support the theory without knowing the scale of the 
danger or its scientific invalidity. However, once one has learned the 
truth of the matter, the best and most virtuous thing to do is to go 
straight into action and support the intellectual struggle against this 
harmful theory. Allah tells Muslims: 

Those who disbelieve are the friends and protectors of one another. 

If you do not act in this way (protect each other), there will be tur- 


moil in the land and great corruption. (Qur'an, 8:73) 
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